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Does Helping Hamid Karzai Conquer Afghanistan Stalize
Pakistan?

There’s a lot going on in David BrooKstief for anambitious campaign in Afghanisthot there’s one
piece that | think really needs to be taken apeayely his contention that “A Taliban conquest in
Afghanistan would endanger the Pakistani reginteeat, create a regionalisis for certain and lead t
nuclear-armed Al Qaeda at worst.” Justin Logzatorts

This is really cranking it up to 11 on the hypegboieter. We may recall that in the 1990s
when the Taliban was running Afghanistan, Pakistan was arguably more stable than it is
today.

| think this deserves a more detailed treatmersiedims to me that one of our big issues in Afglamis
is that it's not clear that the Pakistan governnveamts our side—i.e., Hamid Karzai—to win the war a
all. Back before 9/11, theyanted the Taliban to run Afghanistan and saw the Northdliance as too
tied in with Russia and India to serve Pakistatarests. Robert Kaplan wraééout ayear ago

The Karzai government has openly and brazenly stregthened its ties with India, and
allowed Indian consulates in Jalalabad, Kandahar, ldrat, and Mazar-e-Sharif. It has
kept alive the possibility of inviting India to hetrain the new Afghan army, and to help in
dam construction in the northeastern Afghan pravioicKunar, abutting Pakistan. All this
has driven the ISI wild with fear and anger.

[...] In the mind of the ISI, India uses its new colages in Afghanistan to back rebels in
Pakistan’s southwestern province of Baluchistampsehcapital, Quetta, is only a few

hours’ drive from KandahawWhen India talks of building dams in Kunar, the ISI

thinks that India wants to help Afghanistan steal Rkistan’s water. Karzai’'s open

alliance with India is nearly a casus belli for theSl. So elements of the ISI have
responded in kind; they likely helped in the recsgassination attempt against the Afghan
president.

A lot of this reaction seems like ISI paran But the main point is just about the alignmentao€es. If
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Brooks wants us believe that ensuring a Karzai victory is neces$arthe stability of th Pakistar
government, he needs to offer some explanationhgftive government of Pakistan doesn’t see it that
way. Ehsan Ahrarivrote agood primer on this probleim 2006. For a more up-to-date look at this, |
highly recommend the Wall Street Journdlisdia BefriendsAfghanistan, Irking PakistahJust note
that by “Afghanistan” they mean “Hamid Karzai’'s goament.” Pakistan, “irked,” doegnwant to see
pro-Indian regime secure control of southern Afgsizam.

The “Af-Pak” linkage is real, but that’s the direet it runs—Pakistan’s regional concerns aboutdndi
and Russia undermine our efforts to create a ufijted American” front against Islamist radicalism i
the area. That's a real issue, but it’s totallyet#nt from the alleged theory that Taliban winaiagt
northern-based warlords undermine Pakistan’s #abil

¢ Comments
e 48

Filed underAfghanistan National SecurityPakistan
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1. Freddie Says:
September 26th, 20G& 2:00 pm

And, indeed, even if it is ISI paranoia, if theg @onvince of it, it's a matter of real politik.

2. joefromLowel Says:
September 26th, 2008 2:20 pm

Is there any chance we can just say, “Yo, screvisRak” and become openly pro-Indian?

Biggest democracy in the world, and they’ve sustaiih in the face of economic and cultural
problems we can barely understand — versus wharPeAinterregnum between military
dictators?

3. Don Williams Says:
SeptembeR6th, 2009 at 2:22 pm

1) What the Fuck does David Brooks KNOW about Milt Operations OR the people of
Aghanistan?

I’'m really getting sick of the fucking News Mediatfing up ignorant shitheads like David
Brooks spinning us some line of crap to serve snameasshole’s agenda.

2) Especially when those ignorant shitheads doARBE talk Honestly about the subject.

Brooks belongs to the faction which tolc that Sept 11 occurre*because they hate ¢

http:/lyglesias.thinkprogress.org/archives/200966:-helpinc-hamic-karza-conque-afg...  9/28/200!



