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Panel Proposes New English, Adbvorivomemt & AN
Math Standardsfor Students

Heal. Teach.

By Nick Anderson
Washington Post Staff Writer
Monday, September 21, 2009 3:03 PM

An expert panel unveiled a proposal Monday that
details the math and English skills every studemghd
to have by the end of high school, the first stapard =
what advocates hope will become common standard
that help the U.S. regain world academic leadership

In math, for example, students would be able toesol
systems of equations; find and interpret rates of
change; and adapt probability models to solve weald problems.

In English language arts, they would be able tdyaeahow specific word choices shape the meaning
and tone of a text; develop a style and tone diingriappropriate to a task, purpose and audiemzk; a
respond constructively to advance a discussiorbaiid on the input of others.

The proposal, posted aivw.corestandards.oygvas drafted over the summer by a group that dezu
experts affiliated with organizations that overde®= SAT and ACT college admissions tests, as vgell a
Achieve Inc., a nonprofit standards advocacy gioaged in the District.

The panel was convened by the National Governosedation (NGA) and the Council of Chief State
School Officers, which this year enlisted 48 stated the District of Columbia in an effort dubbbe t
Common Core Standards Initiative. The two holdenesTexas and Alaska.

The draft, according to Dane Linn, director of dtkication division of the NGA Center for Best
Practices, was circulated to a wider group of etspand then vetted by representatives from siestat
before it was made public. Those states, Linn sedtle California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia,
Massachusetts and Minnesota.

The group is seeking public comment on the propogat the next month.

For many years, scholars and policy-makers havatddlwhether public schools should be held to
national academic standards. The 2002 No Child Beftind law left it to states to determine what
students ought to learn in reading and math andthewought to be tested. As a result, the bendks
for proficiency in those subjects vary widely framast to coast.

Proponents of national standards say it is follgawe such uneven expectations for students wleen th
United States trails several countries in Asia Batbpe on international exams. Opponents point to a
long tradition of local control in American schoalsd say the federal government should not dictate
what is taught.

The loca-vs -federal question has stymied previous efforts teetig national standards. Advocates
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this year's effort say that what sets it apartat the federal government is a bystander moredl
player.

"This is more bottom-up than top-down," said Midh@ehen, president of Achieve, who was an
education official in the Clinton administratiorit i5 very important that the federal governmentas a
key actor in this. It's actually not doing anythifidpis really is state-led.”

However, the Obama administration has been chedrngffort and has set aside $350 million to help
develop tests after states adopt more detailedatds to be written in the coming year. It remambe
seen how many states will go that far. "This isaaetam dunk," Cohen said. "There is very challeggi
work ahead.”

Critics of the initiative said that common standawdll not necessarily help the United States cafch
to countries such as Singapore, a recognized gleadér in math.

"Advocates of true education reform--rather thgraskaging the same failed policies--need to keep in
mind a simple truth: previous efforts to creataarat! standards failed utterly because Americang ha
extremely varied educational wants and needs,"Naal McCluskey, associate director of the Center
for Educational Freedom at the Cato Institute. E# to address all of them with one-size-fits-all
Beltwaydiktats will be fruitless at best, and quite harmful atrstd

Post a Comment

View all comments that have been posted about this article.

You must be logged in to leave a comm:
Login | Register

| 2
Submit |

Comments that include profanity or personal attacks or other inappropriate comments or material will be removed from the site.
Additionally, entries that are unsigned or contain "signatures" by someone other than the actual author will be removed. Finally, we
will take steps to block users who violate any of our posting standards, terms of use or privacy policies or any other policies
governing this site. Please review the full rules governing commentaries and discussions. You are fully responsible for the content
that you post.

Ads by Google

Tutors from Georgetown U.
One-on-one tutoring. Best tutors in DC area. Free $20 account credit!
www.eoseek.com

Stimulus Aid for College
Stimulus Bill Aids Working College Students. Get your Degree Online.
www.Online-Education.net/FindDegree

Proven Math Interventions
Address all tiers of student need with Math Navigator and Ramp-Up
www.americaschoice.org/mathematics

http://lwww.washingtonpost.comA-dyn/content/article/2009/09/21/AR20090921022¢... 9/21/200!



Panel Proposes New English, Math Standards forete Page3 of 3

© 2009 The Washington Post Comp

http://lwww.washingtonpost.comA-dyn/content/article/2009/09/21/AR20090921022¢... 9/21/200!



