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Long-awaited compromise health bill produces more

discord

By: SUSAN FERRECHIO

Chief Congressional Correspondent
September 17, 2009

The Senate Finance Committee has raised the curtain on what was supposed to be
bipartisan health care legislation. But rather than bridging the growing divide in
Congress, the new proposal has increased discord.

Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., unveiled the "America's Healthy Future Act," which he said
would cost $856 billion over 10 years. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
said the cost would be $774 billion. The $82 billion discrepancy between the estimates
comes from using different calculations, including the depth of cuts to existing
programs and revenue the government would take in under Baucus' proposal.

"This is a good bill," Baucus said. "This
is a balanced bill. It can pass the
Senate."

But after more than 100 hours of
meetings with Republicans and making
concessions such as dropping
government-run public health insurance,
not one GOP member of the bipartisan
"Gang of Six" that worked on the bill has
agreed to back the plan, although Sens.
Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, Chuck
Grassley, R-Iowa, and Mike Enzi,
R-Wyo., said they would keep
negotiating the bill but complained
about its cost and potential to eliminate
some kinds of Medicare coverage.

And Democrats in both the House and
Senate are critical of the bill, including
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who favors
a public option.

The bill would increase health care
coverage by expanding Medicare to
anyone earning under 133 percent of

Senate finance bill by the
numbers

The Congressional Budget Office
provided a breakdown on how a
proposed compromise bill. The
plan would provide subsidized
coverage for poor people and
require everyone else be covered
or pay fines. A look at projected
costs over the next decade:

» Total cost: $774 billion

» Coverage: 94 percent of all
Americans under 65, excluding illegal
immigrants -- an 11 percent increase

» Maedicaid expansion: The number of
participants in the insurance program
for poor Americans, funded by state
and federal taxpayers, would increase
from about 50 million to 61 million

» Cost of new entitlements: $147
billion per year by 2019 for expanded
Medicaid and individual and employer
subsidies

» New taxes: $215 billion on
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And it would slap a 35 percent excise tax on health insurance companies that offer
health care plans worth more than $8,000 for individuals and $21,000 for families.

Such a tax has already garnered opposition from Senate Democrats at both ends of the
political spectrum. Sen Ben Nelson, D-Neb. said he would oppose the tax, as would
Sen. Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Va., who said it would cost every coal miner in his state.

And despite every effort by Baucus to avoid the partisan label, that is just what House
Republicans are calling his legislation.

"It cuts Medicare for seniors, imposes new taxes on struggling middle-class families
and small businesses and has a trillion-dollar price tag," House Minority Leader John
Boehner, R-Ohio, said.

Senate Democratic leaders still hope to bring a bill to the floor by the end of the year
that can be passed with 60 votes, or else pass it with 51 votes using a process that
could substantially weaken the bill.

"I don't see them getting 60 votes," said Mike Tanner, a health care scholar at the
libertarian Cato Institute. "I'm not sure they have 50 votes at this point."

sferrechio@washingtonexaminer.com
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dan

Sep 17, 2009

ITS OFFICIAL SENIORS GET SCREWED IN THIS PLAN, OBAMAS FIRST STEP OF KILLING OFF SENIORS
EARLY, ANYONE WHO DISPUTES THIS YOU BETTER LOOK AT YOURSELF IN THE MIRROR, GOD HELP
YOU, THIS IS SICK DIGUSTING BREAKING OUR FIRST AMENDMENT RIGHTS ALONG WITH THE 10TH,
THIS WILL NEVER CIOME TO PASS, MR PRESIDENT AND PELOSI REID, OH BY THE WAY MISS MAXINE
WALTERS YOU ARE A RACIST NOT US, I DARE YOU YOU FOLLISH IDIOT, AND BY THE WAY OUR
PRESIDENT IS BY RACIAL NOT BLACK SO I CAN SAY YOU AND BI POLAR CARTER ARE RACIST ALSO,

GOD HELP OUR COUNTRY WE NEED IT, WERE IN SERIOUS TROUBLE, I PREDICT IN SIX MONTHS OBAMA

WILL HAVE TO RESIGN OVER THE ACORN SCANDAL, EVERYONE IN THE WHITE HOUSE IS A LIAR TAX
CHEAT AND CRIMINAL, GOD BLESS AMERICA

Amanda

Sep 17, 2009

Sen. Baucus's health bill is a betrayal of President Obama and the House's much more sound approach.
Baucus's dropping the public option flies in the face of the new poll of physicians that shows that they
overwealmingly favor either the public option or a single payer plan. Congress should listen to these
medical professionals and not to the loud uninformed talk radio and TV know-nothings.

Post a comment

Email:
(This will not be displayed or shared. Privacy Policy)

Display Name:

Comment:

Submit Comment

SPORTS ECONOMY

Renault receives
§ suspended ban from
F1 in crash scandal;
Briatore banned

NFL-record 105,121
in attendance for
first game at
Cowboys Stadium

http://www .washingtonexaminer.cony/politics/Long-awaited-compromise...

Strangers to dissent, liberals try to stifle it

New poll: Majority believe government is doing too
much

Obama helps strengthen General Electric-Putin ties
Michael Barone

Mark Tapscott: What next for the Middle America
Rebellion of 2009

Obama won’t win by calling opponents cowards

Post transmits--and undermines--Holder's attempt to
cover himself on CIA prosecutions

Dems push expanded Community Reinvestment Act;
deny Act's role in mortgage meltdown; GOP cites
ACORN connection

Cowboys — Giants open the Palace tonight on NBC

Obama on the defensive during Sunday talk show
blitz

Discuss politics with someone whose

credentials consist of more than just a

bumper sticker.

washingtonexaminer.com

Click here to be part of the conversation.

ENTERTAINMENT

Leonard Cohen
recovers after
collapsing onstage
in Spain

9/21/2009 12:20 PM



Long-awaited compromise health bill produces more discord | Washingto... http://www .washingtonexaminer.cony/politics/Long-awaited-compromise...

Renault escaped severe punishment The first game at the Cowboys Stadium Leonard Cohen is recovering after
Monday for ordering former driver Nelson set an NFL regular-season attendance collapsing onstage while on tour in
Piquet Jr. to deliberately crash, receiving record with a crowd of 105,121 on Sunday eastern Spain, his music company said
only a suspended ban from Formula One. night. Full story Saturday. Full story

Full story
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