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JAMES WOLCOTT'S BLOG
Klinging to the Wreckage

A few days ago notice was taken (I'm practicing my passive voice) of economist Arnold Kling's contention that the

Obama stimulus plan was actually "reparations" in disguise. Given the complexion of our new president, this was

interpreted as injecting a needless bit of race-baiting into the economic debate, raising the specter of a million Jeremiah

Wrights marching on the capital mall with outstretched hands, demanding their cut of the action. Oh dear me no,

protested Kling. No coded race talk was intended. He was actually thinking of the Treaty of Versailles, as reflected in the

sentence "To the Democrats, the Bush tax cuts were a heinous evil, comparable to Germany's violation of Belgian

neutrality in World War I." Idiotically hyperbolic and baseless as Kling's caricaturing is (seriously, name me one frigging

Democrat who invoked violations of Belgian neutrality in railing against the Bush tax cuts), it did open the door ajar to

possible acquittal on the racebaiting charge. To cool things down, Kling (an adjunct scholar at the Cato Institute, which

has been taking out all those big ads) closed off comments before the mosh pit got any gnarlier.

And there the matter might have rested had not Kling surrendered to heat of candor today at a Heritage

Foundation/Club for Growth confab and decried, "Barack Obama is destroying my daughter's future. It is like sitting

there watching my house ransacked by a gang of thugs."

Now if Kling can't comprehend the implication of racial menace encoded in daughter-gang-thugs/home invasion, he's

either fatuously clueless--too innocent for this wicked world--or weaselly disingenuous, and a drama queen either way.

Did he feel the sanctity of his home was being violated when the costs of the Iraq war shot into outer space? Did he

picture marauders smashing cherished mementoes when Hank Paulson introduced TARP? Anytime Obama's name and

"thug" are thrown in close proximity, it's a pretty sure bet that the speaker or author intends to fan the anxiety and

animosity of those who think Obama's presidency represents black grievance gloved with the iron fist of the state--and

out to punish whitey. No wonder so many would-be Wolverines in the right blogs are talking about stocking up on

assault rifles and ammo--they've got ransackers running wild in their imaginations too. I urge these people to confront

their racial fears, think of Scarlet Johansson and strawberry snowflakes and the musical numbers in Rent, and join the

rest of us in Matisse's dancing daisy-chain of eternal spring.
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