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Speaker to make case against war on

drugs

BY SHERI MCWHIRTER

smcwhirter@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY -- It's time to surrender in the war on drugs.

At least, that's the argument made by the next speaker at

Northwestern Michigan College's International Affairs Forum

series. Juan Carlos Hidalgo will critically review anti-narcotic

efforts during the last four decades and make the case for

ending the war on drugs and legalizing all narcotics when he

speaks this week on campus.

"When people say legalization, they think drugs will be

everywhere, available in vending machines at high schools.

That's not the case," Hidalgo said.

He argues for a system that regulates and taxes drug sales,

and in some cases may require a prescription from a doctor for

certain types of narcotics.

Hidalgo is a project coordinator for Latin America at the Cato

Institute's Center for Global Liberty and Prosperity in

Washington, D.C.

U.S. anti-drug efforts cost taxpayers between $30 and $50

billion a year, send hundreds of thousands to prison for

relatively minor offenses and support a black market system

that feeds violence and addiction, Hidalgo said.

"It's economics. When you ban something, make it illegal, it

drives the price up and makes the commodity more expensive.

Then you drive criminal actors into that business," he said.

"Once you make it legal, you get rid of the black market."

Narcotics legalization "isn't a silver bullet," Hidalgo said. There

will still be addiction problems to deal with, just as when

alcohol prohibition ended, he said.

"People are more likely to seek help for addiction if they are

not considered criminals," Hidalgo said.

Hidalgo will speak about what he describes as failed U.S. efforts

to fight the war on drugs, as well as failed efforts throughout

Latin America, particularly in Mexico.

Mexican drug violence now spills over the borders into the

United States. Phoenix has become the nation's kidnapping

capital and that's mostly related to drugs, Hidalgo said.

Hidalgo studied international relations at the Universidad

Nacional in Costa Rica and earned a master's degree in

international commerce and policy from George Mason

University in Virginia.

Hidalgo will speak Thursday at 6 p.m. in the Milliken Auditorium

on NMC's main campus in Traverse City. His is the second in an

eight-part series of lectures sponsored by the International

Affairs Forum.

Tickets cost $10 and are available in advance or at the door.

Call 995-1700 for more information or for tickets.

    

PHOTOS

Hidalgo  None/  (Click for
larger image)

RESOURCES

  Print this story

  E-mail this story

More from the Region section

Teacher, principal rescue family from home

Take precautions against carbon monoxide

Jury finds former treasurer guilty

Owners, officials eye bar hour bill

Scrudato isn't afraid to speak out

Ads by Google

  Drug Abuse Signs

  Drug Abuse

  Drug Abuse Effects

  Drug Abuse in the US

Maps, Menus, Store hours,

Coupons, and more...

Popular business directory searches

 

MEDICAL Full or Part Time p...

GOVERNMENT Norwood Township...

BARTENDER/WAITRESS Experien...

More Featured Jobs

Top Autos

HONDA CIVIC DX 1994, 2 door...

HYUNDAI SONATA GLS 2008, Lo...

FORD EXPLORER XLT 2003, 6 c...

More Top Autos

Top Recreational

Guaranteed Drug

Rehab

Non-12 Step Drug

Rehab Program 2 CA

Locations, Insurance

Accepted
www.PassagesMalibu.com/

Drug Rehab

Treatment

Intervention Program

For Immediate Drug

Addiction Treatment.
www.DrugRehabCenter.com

Drug Abuse

Intervention

Helps Addicts &

Alcoholics To Find

Long Term Sobriety.

Visit Us Today!
www.InterventionServicesInc.com

Richmond VA Drug

Abuse

See Us For A Drug

Rehab Center That

Will Get Your Life

Turned Around.
www.RubiconRehab.org

Finance for Drug

Rehab

We will Help you

Finance top-quality

Drug Rehabilitation.
4rehabilitation.com

Traverse City Record-Eagle - Article: Speaker to make case against war ... http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_287075553.html

1 of 2 10/14/2009 10:29 AM



41 ' CHRIS CRAFT FLUSH DECK...

JAYCO EAGLE 5 th Wheel 1994...

23 ' SHASTA 1989 Motor-home...

More Top Recreational

Top Stuff

# 14"-16" PREMIUM SEASONED ...

GREAT PYRENEES PUPPIES, AKC...

FREEZER BEEF - 100% natural...

More Top Stuff

Top Real Estate

CONDO FOR SALE Manasota Key...

3/4 ACRE LOT with pole barn...

RECENTLY FORECLOSED SPECIAL...

More Top Real Estate

Top Rentals

FEMALE to share furnished h...

DUPLEX West Side. 10 minute...

2 BR, 1 BA cottage. Fully f...

More Top Rentals

Top Garage Sales

More about TopAds

More Top Garage Sales

2003 GMC Envoy XL -
Pewter - 120,302 mi. - $7,995

2004 Dodge Durango -
Bright White - 74,207 mi. -

$14,880

2000 Jaguar XJ-Series -
Silve - 98,790 mi.

2008 Jeep Commander -
Red Rock Crystal Pearlcoat -

51,682 mi. - $14,997

2007 Jeep Liberty - Blue -
47,303 mi. - $15,864

2003 GMC Envoy - Polo
Green Metallic - 103,150 mi.

- $10,419

2007 Chevrolet Impala -
Bordeaux Red - 73,898 mi. -

$11,999

2008 Buick LaCrosse - Gray
- 33,409 mi. - $17,488

2004 Ford Expedition -
Black - 81,000 mi. - $12,990

© Copyright 2009

Popular Business directory links - Apartments |  Attorneys |  Auto Dealers |  Auto Parts |  Auto Repair |  Beauty Salons |  Car Rental |  Dentists |  Doctors |  Flowers |  Hotels | 
Insurance |  Loans |  Mortgages |  Movers |  Pizza |  Realtors |  Restaurants |  Storage |  Tax Preparation |  Travel |  Featured |  More...

 

Community Newspaper Holdings, Inc. • CNHI Classified Advertising Network • CNHI News Service

Associated Press content © 2009. All rights reserved. AP content may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Our site is powered by Zope and our Internet Yellow Pages site is powered by PremierGuide.

Some parts of our site may require you to download the Flash Player Plugin.

Advertiser index

 

 

Guaranteed Drug Rehab

Non-12 Step Drug Rehab Program 2 CA

Locations, Insurance Accepted
www.PassagesMalibu.com/

Drug Rehab Treatment

Intervention Program For Immediate Drug

Addiction Treatment.
www.DrugRehabCenter.com

Drug Abuse Intervention

Helps Addicts & Alcoholics To Find Long Term

Sobriety. Visit Us Today!
www.InterventionServicesInc.com

Traverse City Record-Eagle - Article: Speaker to make case against war ... http://www.record-eagle.com/local/local_story_287075553.html

2 of 2 10/14/2009 10:29 AM


