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Are these the top education policy books of the decade?

Education Next, where I’m an executive editor, is running an online poll to determine the top books of
the past decade. (We’re celebrating our tenth anniversary this coming winter.) Here are the 41
nominees in chronological order; did we leave anything important out?

1. Richard D. Kahlenberg. All Together Now: Creating Middle-Class Schools Through Public School Choice.

(Brookings Institution Press, 2001)

2. Terry M. Moe. Schools, Vouchers, and the American Public. (Brookings Institution Press, 2001)

3. William G. Howell and Paul E. Peterson. The Education Gap: Vouchers And Urban Schools. (Brookings

Institution Press, 2002)

4. Deborah Meier. In Schools We Trust: Creating Communities of Learning in an Era of Testing and

Standardization. (Beacon Press, 2002)

5. William G. Ouchi. Making Schools Work: A Revolutionary Plan to Get Your Children the Education They

Need. (Simon & Schuster, 2003)

6. Abigail Thernstrom. No Excuses: Closing the Racial Gap in Learning (Simon & Schuster, 2003)

7. Richard Elmore. School Reform From The Inside Out: Policy, Practice and Performance. (Harvard

Education Press, 2004)

8. Frederick M. Hess. Common Sense School Reform. (Palgrave Macmillan, 2004)

9. Jay P. Greene. Education Myths: What Special Interest Groups Want You to Believe About Our Schools–

And Why It Isn’t So. (Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc, 2005)

10. Joanne Jacobs, Our School: The Inspiring Story of Two Teachers, One Big Idea, and the School That

Beat the Odds. (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)

11. Joe Williams, Cheating Our Kids: How Politics and Greed Ruin Education. (Palgrave Macmillan, 2005)

12. E. D. Hirsch. The Knowledge Deficit: Closing the Shocking Education Gap for American Children.

(Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2006)

13. Alfie Kohn. The Homework Myth. (Da Capo Press, 2006)

14. Karin Chenoweth. “It’s Being Done”: Academic Success in Unexpected Schools. (Harvard Education

Press, 2007)

15. Gareth Davies. See Government Grow: Education Politics from Johnson to Reagan. (University Press of

Kansas, 2007)

16. Richard D. Kahlenberg. Tough Liberal: Albert Shanker and the Battles Over Schools, Unions, Race, and

Democracy. (Columbia University Press, 2007)
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17. Linda Perlstein. Tested: One American School Struggles to Make the Grade. (Henry Holt, 2007)

18. Clayton Christensen, Curtis W. Johnson, Michael B. Horn. Disrupting Class: How Disruptive Innovation

Will Change the Way the World Learns. (McGraw-Hill, 2008)

19. Chester E. Finn Jr. Troublemaker: A Personal History of School Reform since Sputnik. (Princeton

University Press, 2008)

20. Claudia Goldin and Lawrence F. Katz. The Race between Education and Technology (Belknap Press,

2008)

21. Jeffrey R. Henig. Spin Cycle: How Research Is Used in Policy Debates: The Case of Charter Schools.

(Russell Sage Foundation Publications, 2008)

22. Daniel Koretz. Measuring Up: What Educational Testing Really Tells Us. (Harvard University Press, 2008)

23. Charles Murray. Real Education: Four Simple Truths for Bringing America’s Schools Back to Reality.

(Three Rivers Press, 2008)

24. Charles M. Payne. So Much Reform, So Little Change: The Persistence of Failure in Urban Schools.

(Harvard Education Press, 2008)

25. Paul Tough. Whatever It Takes: Geoffrey Canada’s Quest to Change Harlem and America. (Mariner

Books, 2008)

26. Tony Wagner. The Global Achievement Gap (Basic Books, 2008)

27. David Whitman. Sweating the Small Stuff (Thomas B. Fordham Institute, 2008)

28. David K. Cohen and Susan L. Moffitt. The Ordeal of Equality: Did Federal Regulation Fix the Schools?

(Harvard University Press, 2009)

29. Linda Darling-Hammond. The Flat World and Education: How America’s Commitment to Equity Will

Determine Our Future. (Teachers College Press, 2009)

30. Gerald Grant. Hope and Despair in the American City: Why There Are No Bad Schools in Raleigh (Harvard

University Press, 2009)

31. Eric A. Hanushek, Alfred A. Lindseth. Schoolhouses, Courthouses, and Statehouses: Solving the

Funding-Achievement Puzzle in America’s Public Schools (Princeton University Press, 2009)

32. Jay Mathews. Work Hard. Be Nice.: How Two Inspired Teachers Created the Most Promising Schools in

America. (Algonquin Books, 2009)

33. Terry Moe and John Chubb. Liberating Learning: Technology, Politics, and the Future of American

Education. (Jossey-Bass, 2009)

34. James Tooley. The Beautiful Tree: A Personal Journey Into How the World’s Poorest People Are

Educating Themselves. (Cato Institute, 2009)

35. Daniel T. Willingham. Why Don’t Students Like School: A Cognitive Scientist Answers Questions About

How the Mind Works and What It Means for the Classroom. (Jossey-Bass, 2009)

36. Anthony S. Bryk et. al. Organizing Schools for Improvement: Lessons from Chicago. (University Of

Chicago Press, 2010)

37. Frederick M. Hess. Education Unbound: The Promise and Practice of Greenfield Schooling. (Association

for Supervision & Curriculum Development, 2010)

38. Paul T. Hill. Learning as We Go: Why School Choice is Worth the Wait. (Hoover Institution Press, 2010)

39. Paul E. Peterson. Saving Schools: From Horace Mann to Virtual Learning. (Harvard University Press,

2010)

40. Diane Ravitch. The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
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Undermining Education. (Basic Books, 2010)

41. Marguerite Roza. Educational Economics (Urban Institute Press, 2010)

-Mike Petrilli

Related posts:

1. Bridging the education research/education policy divide

2. Courts and education

3. What does the “firefighter case” mean for teacher testing?
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