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Cynics will call Prime Minister Manmohan Singh’s Wit a non-event. Yet, it was a breakthroughrie cespect: it was a major media event.
Historically, visits of Indian prime ministers wevatually ignored by the US media. What changed time? Well, India’s economic success means it
matters more today. But another reason is theofigenericans of Indian origin in all fields includj the media. This has raised India’s profile irysva
analysts often miss since it owes nothing to igivernmental relations.

Manmohan Singh had a widely-watched CNN intervieith \Wiumbai-born Fareed Zakaria, editor of NewswageH columnist of the Washington Post. In
earlier times, US media coverage of South Asiaeasured by Cold War politics, and by Pakistan® fslends in the Pentagon and State Department.
Today, journalists like Zakaria have given Ind&dppropriate place.

His latest Washington Post column was titled ‘Daréglect India.” Noting Obama’s focus on China &adtistan, Zakaria said India’s long-teabjective
were aligned with the US’s while Pakistan’s weré #8outh Asia is a tar-pit filled with failed amtysfunctional states, save for one long-established
democracy of 1.2 billion people that is the secfastlest-growing major economy in the world, a checlChina’s rising ambitionand a natural ally of ti
United States. The prize is the relationship wittlid. The booby prize is governing Afghanistan.”

Raju Narsetti is managing editor of the Washind®oast, and Rajiv Chandrasekharan is its Iraq expsttley Tellis, a former National Security Council
staffer, is another respected media analyst. Taiitdoes not automatically make the US media pd@nh: Indian Americans are Americans first and
foremost. But they have helped reverse the oldiangds of the Cold War.

The rise of Indians in the US is a story that kegpsving in the telling. Indian Americans are thstest growing ethnic group (up 106% in the 1990s),
now estimated at almost three million. They contgithe richest and best-educated ethnic grougpdiwgeclout disproportionate to their numbers. Klor
than 100,000 Indians study in the US, many of whlhstay and swell the Diaspora’s size and infloen

Three Indian Americans (Khurana, ChandrashekhaRamdakrishnan) have won Nobel Prizes in the scierindians are prominent in academia (Jagdish
Bhagwati, Avinash Dixit); in management ( C K PeahlPankaj Ghemawat); in business (Indra Nooyi, ABase, Vinod Khosla); and medicine (Sanjay
Gupta of CNN, Deepak Chopra).

One-third of Silicon Valley engineers are IndianaN\&treet is replete with Indians. The big Wallegt scandal today is the insider trading caselimg
the Galleon Fund. The New York prosecutor is PBéetrara, the accused is Rajaratnam, and the citieéss is Roomy Khan. You could be forgiven for
thinking this was a Dalal Street scandal.

Indian Americans are rising fast in politics. Bohbgdal is a potential future US president. Wikijgelists 40 Indian Americans in US politics todé&ydo-
US ties have for decades been driven by individaatscorporations, rather than governments. DuhirgCold War, India’s governmental relations were
warm with the USSR and cool with the US. But aianllindians migrated to the US while none wenti® ) SSR. Indians galore went to US universities,
enjoyed American books and music, and got jobsSrfitins. They got on well with Americans, but harlsuch affinity with Russians. Thus, person-to-
person relations strengthened Indo-US ties evemlieetwo governments bickered. With the end of@b& War, the relationship grew: The two
governments caught up with the people. They sill strong differences (Pokharan Il, the Iraqg wat)found natural affinities too.

Indian migration to the US was once castigatedlamia drain. More recently, it has been rechristebrain circulation, with many migrants returning
India. Economist Deena Khatkhate (see his book MoRmance, Political Economy) was among the estrtie contest the brain drain thesis. He saw the
exodus as a safety valve for educated Indians arialfind enough jobs in India’s licence-permit réje also highlighted the way the Indian Diaspora
catalysed changes in social, political and econattitudes in India, paving the way for economiorm. It now seems that the Diaspora played ameve
bigger role: It changed US attitudes. The brairndséeadily increased the number of influentialiéms in the US. Indo-US economic relations andsthe
and clout of the Diaspora grew fast together, mosminently in Silicon Valley.

The trend now encompasses all walks of US lifdutiog the media. It is not quite true that theifidrain is becoming the gradual takeover of thebyS
Indians. But it has helped transform attitude:
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