
Ads by Google Bioethics Moral Issues Bioethics NY

Thursday, May 27, 2010
Obama's Medicare Head Nominee Favors British
Rationing

No surprise here. 

Washington, DC (LifeNews.com) -- President Barack
Obama has appointed another nominee for an
influential government position who will upset pro-
life advocates. But, this time, the nominee poses
concerns not on abortion but on end-of-life issues
like euthanasia, and rationing of health care.

Obama selected Dr. Donald Berwick to become the
director of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid
Services, the office that oversees government health
care programs.

Berwick is an outspoken admirer of the British
National Health Service and its rationing arm, the
National Institute for Clinical Effectiveness (NICE).
Other critics have predicted since the earliest days of the
Obama administration that NICE-style health care was
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coming.

That includes Wesley J. Smith, who has frequently
condemned the approach.

During a 2008 speech to British physicians, Berwick said
“I am romantic about the National Health Service. I
love it," and calling it “generous, hopeful, confident,
joyous, and just.”

Michael Tanner, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute,
wrote more about the problems with Berwick in an opinion
column at the Daily Caller.

Recalling that opponents of the government-run health
care bill were blasted for bringing up "death panels,"
Tanner writes: "But if President Obama wanted to keep a
lid on that particular controversy, he just selected about
the worst possible nominee."

In his comments lauding the British health care system,
Tanner says "Berwick was referring to a British health
care system where 750,000 patients are awaiting
admission to NHS hospitals."

Posted by Bluegrass Pundit at 7:06 PM 

Labels: Barack Obama, head, Medicare, rationing
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FollowAnonymous said...

You are correct. This is no surprise. Obama favors
rationing of health care. for those who aren't elite like
him.
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