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GOP goes on Miami radio to bash Obama | Main | Is Charlie Crist
'America's worst governor?' »

October 26, 2009

This week: Crist with Ah-nold, Ari and former
Ariz. gov for cash

Gov. Charlie Crist's schedule has him returning to the Capitol this
afternoon after a visit with the United South & Eastern Tribes at the
Seminole Hard Rock in Fort Lauderdale (ya' know, where House
Speaker Larry Cretul wants the gaming shut down).

He's here for Cabinet tomorrow, but by Thursday he's on a jet plane
again for another long weekend of fundraising with some notable,
high-profile supporters -- including the former Arizona governor
convicted of fraud and later pardoned by President Clinton. Thursday
is the Palazzo Las Vegas in an event (minimum $1,000 per person)
hosted by lobbyist Nick Iarossi, among others.

Friday he's in Phoenix for cocktails and dinner at the home of Rev.
Ann and husband Fife Symington. She is the vocational deacon at All
Saints-by-the-Sea in Phoenix. Fife Symington was governor of
Arizona until he resigned in 1997 after a bank fraud conviction that
was later overturned by an appeals court. He was also pardoned by
Clinton -- a college friend who credits Symington with saving him
from drowning.

Saturday, Halloween, Crist will be in Brentwood, Calif., at the home
of the Terminator Gov. Ah-nold Schwarzenegger for a "sporty casual
attire" lunch at $2,400 per couple.

And then Monday night, he's back in Florida -- but not the Capitol.
That evening in Boca Raton, former White House press secretary Ari
Fleischer is having a VIP reception "with photo op" for Crist. Host
committee members include Brent and Debbie Sembler, Wayne
Huizenga and his wife, and lobbyist Fred Karlinsky.

*
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Does he ever work?

Posted by: Sick of RINOs | October 26, 2009 at 09:49 AM

Florida has benefited from the Governor's leadership. A positive
approach to governing. Please keep up the good work, Governor.

Posted by: Lyle | October 26, 2009 at 09:50 AM

good grief, no wonder Crist was nominated for worst governor of
America. He never governs!

Posted by: XX | October 26, 2009 at 09:59 AM

Actually, Governor Crist was ranked the most fiscally conservative
governor in America by the CATO Institute, which translates to the
best governor in America in my book.

Thanks for helping me keep my hard-earned money in my wallet,
Governor! That's some darn good governing.

Posted by: Truth | October 26, 2009 at 10:10 AM

This is what Chuck has to do. The ONLY way he can win at this point
is too raise enough money to create a parallel political world where
51% of GOP voters believe his lies.

The rest of this campaign is going to be the political equivalent of
Shermans march to the sea. I don't think it'll work because Rubio will
have the resources (his money, outside groups, Jeb, the media) to
thwart the attack and cut through the lies.

Posted by: /////// | October 26, 2009 at 10:31 AM

From an Edwards email:

According to the Miami Herald’s Naked Politics (October 16),

Gov. Charlie Crist is trumpeting his grade of “"A” on Cato’s “Fiscal
Policy Report Card on America’s Governors.” The governor earned
the grade in last year’s report based mainly on his property tax cuts
and moderate spending approach.

I am pleased that Crist values Cato’s ratings

because we work hard to make them accurate and nonpartisan. But
as the report’s author,

I am concerned that the governor has fallen off the fiscal
responsibility horse since the report was written in mid-2008.

In particular, Crist approved a huge $2.2 billion tax increase for the
fiscal 2010 budget, even though he had promised that $12 billion in
federal “stimulus” money showered on Florida over three years
would obviate the need for tax increases.

About $1 billion of the tax increases are on cigarette consumers,
which will particularly harm moderate-income families. The rest of
the increases are in the form of higher costs for often mandatory
services, such as automobile registration, which is really just a
sneaky form of tax increases.

These tax increases will be particularly painful to Floridians in the
short-term because of the recession. But Crist has also jeopardized
the state’s long-term finances with his expanded subsidies for
hurricane insurance. Hurricanes are a major challenge in Florida, but
giving big subsidies to coastal property owners, driving private
insurers out of the state, and guaranteeing a massive state bailout
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