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School budget outlooks brighten
By: LEAH FABEL 
Examiner Staff Writer
March 21, 2010

Area school systems are finding a more optimistic

budget scenario than expected as the springtime brings more certainty to fiscal 2011

budgets.

Barring major moves from county leaders, Prince William County schools won't need to

cut 700 positions, and no longer will Fairfax County need to silence music programs

and foreign languages. In Montgomery County, cutting transportation to magnet

programs is less likely than it once was, as is reducing elementary school librarians.

Every school system will have cuts, and average class sizes will grow. But partly

because of lobbying efforts with Maryland and Virginia state lawmakers, cuts almost

surely will be less than projected several months ago.

Not everyone is surprised, said Adam Schaeffer, an educational policy analyst at the

Cato Institute, a libertarian think tank.

"I don't think anyone in the country who follows education would dispute that school

officials pick out for cuts the popular programs that people will get angry about," he

said. "Most people don't think about how other [school] money is being spent, but just

call their local or state official and flip out" about the popular program.

But while the short-term outlook is slightly rosier, this year's financial breaks make the

long-term outlook more worrisome.

For example, Fairfax County will save about $109 million next year because of the

Virginia legislature's decision to ease the required contribution to the state's retirement

system. But in two years, the district will need to start paying it off on top of the

regular contribution.

"The decision is short-sighted and fiscally unsound," said Fairfax County

Superintendent Jack Dale. Even so, the decision helped allow his district to scale back

its budget request from the county by $82 million last week.

In Montgomery County, the schools expect to make only about $100 million in cuts,

even as County Executive Ike Leggett technically cut $138 million from the school

board's request.

The difference is partly because of a little-discussed $50 million the school district

expects to receive in state aid after some moves from the state legislature.

Jennifer Cohen, an education analyst at the New America Foundation, said that as

boards of education have scrambled to reduce cuts, hopes have come up short that a

recession would force districts to rethink how they provide a public education.
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"It has seemed that many school systems just don't have the capacity to do that

systematic rethinking," she said. "They're still in that 'cutting programs' mind-set."

lfabel@washingtonexaminer.com

Obamacare does fund abortion

Pro-Life group withdraws award scheduled for
Stupak UPDATE: Was Stupak bought with
$726,409 for airports?

16,500 more IRS agents needed to enforce
Obamacare

Health care reform means more power for the IRS

Senate Dems won't call bipartisan meeting with
Parliamentarian on House reconciliation bill's
legality

 

 
Sponsored Links

Acai Berry Diet (SHOCKER)
Warning! This Shocking Health Report Reveals The
Truth About Acai Berry
ConsumersHealthReports.com

Free Hot Stock Alerts
Make money in penny stocks with our free alerts. Join
Now for Free!
w w w .KillerPennyStocks.com

Do YOU Qualify?
New Gov regulations allow US residents to remove
half of their debt.
w w w .ctw new s.com

  Buy a link here  

Examiner Local Tweets

Ex

DCExaminerLocal: Va. attorney general to sue over h
federal g... http://bit.ly/9BSmdJ
Mon Mar 22 2010 09:02:15 GMT-0400 (Eastern Daylight Tim

DCExaminerLocal: Venezuela's Chavez denies plan
http://goo.gl/fb/Yp87
Mon Mar 22 2010 08:08:00 GMT-0400 (Eastern Daylight Tim

DCExaminerLocal: Montgomery Co. budget includes
questioning the ne... http://bit.ly/cmOYDc
Mon Mar 22 2010 07:29:12 GMT-0400 (Eastern Daylight Tim

 4





Gadgets powered by Google

 Translate

Select Language

Gadgets powered by Google

Deadly accidents
involving iPods
alarm officials

LOCAL

NCAA Tournament: Games to
watch, March 19, 2010
No. 5 Temple vs. No. 12 Cornell Where

SPORTS

Scoop: Bullock’s
marriage called a
total sham

SCOOP

Name Website (optional)

Email  Subscribe to all comments by email

3/22/2010 School budget outlooks brighten | Wa…

washingtonexaminer.com/…/School-b… 2/3



At least three people in
the Washington region have died in
accidents in the last year, while wearing
headphones. Full story

»... Full story More revelations are
emerging about the... Full story

Internships | Maps | RSS | Twitter | Facebook | Mobile | Contact Us | Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Rack Locations |
Advertise

Sponsored Links

Acai Berry Diet (SHOCKER)
Warning! This Shocking Health Report Reveals The Truth About Acai Berry
ConsumersHealthReports.com

Free Hot Stock Alerts
Make money in penny stocks with our free alerts. Join Now for Free!
w w w .KillerPennyStocks.com

Do YOU Qualify?
New Gov regulations allow US residents to remove half of their debt.
w w w .ctw new s.com

Penny Stock Soaring 3000%
Sign up for Free to find out what the next 3000% Stock Winner Is!
w w w .PennyStocksUniverse.com

  Buy a link here  

3/22/2010 School budget outlooks brighten | Wa…

washingtonexaminer.com/…/School-b… 3/3


