Welcome to public elations. The aitnew CISIONPOINE 2>

1
Try out the newly improved platform e
used by more than 90% of top PR firms. =k 3 =

cision.com Ads by Googlé

N FREE
' ClAss

| REASON.TVVIDEO: REASON.TVVIDEO: REASON.TVVIDEO:
Top Threats to Civil _\\ 9/11, The World Trade Matt Welch Debates
d Liberties After 9/11: % Center & New York's Ann Coulter on the Iraq
E QA w Mike German Next Skyline (9.9) 8 War, TSA, and using...
of... (9.9) i 9.9
PRINT | EMAIL Search

Davis-Bacon in D.C.: “The Obama administration has thrown
up a new hurdle to investment.”

Damon W. Root | September 12, 2011 CHECK OUT OUR BEST

AVAILABLE OFFERS.

The Cato Institute’s Chris Edwards highlights a controversial new decision by the Labor Department to

apply pro-union Davis-Bacon rules to the CityCenter development project going up in Washington, m m
oOWN CEl

D.C. “While Democrats in Congress are demanding government action to fix the nation’s supposedly e

crumbling infrastructure,” Edwards writes, “here the Obama administration has thrown up a new

hurdle to investment.”

Under the Davis-Bacon Act of 1931, contractors working on federal projects are required to pay their
workers a “prevailing wage,” which in practice amounts to the hourly rate set by local unions. This
move by the Labor Department would extend those rules to contractors working with the local
government in Washington. Not surprisingly, District of Columbia Mayor Vincent Gray’s
administration is opposed. And with good reason: Davis-Bacon will unnecessarily jack up the cost of
construction. As Victor L. Hoskins, deputy mayor for planning and economic development, told The What's More Important for Success: Hard Work or
Washington Post, the Labor Department’s decision could have “unprecedented, significant [and] Luck? (9.9)

adverse citywide cost impact upon every economic development project in the District’s portfolio. 61 Percent of Americans Believe the U.S. "Too

Often" Uses Its Military Forces in Foreign Conflicts
9.6)
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In Reason’s November 2010 feature story “How to Slash the State,” I made the case for dismantling

Davis-Bacon.
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