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Nat Hentoff: “Obama is possibly the most
dangerous and destructive president we have ever

had”

Damon W. Root | December 17, 2009

Via the Cato Institute’s Tim Lynch, legendary civil libertarian Nat Hentoff gives Barack
Obama's presidency a big fat F in a rollicking interview with John W. Whitehead of the
Rutherford Institute. A snippet:

Nat Hentoff: In terms of the Patriot Act, and all the other things he has pledged he would do,
such as transparency in government, Obama has reneged on his promises. He pledged to end
torture, but he has continued the CIA renditions where you kidnap people and send them to
another country to be interrogated. Why is Obama doing that if he doesn't want torture anymore?
Throughout Obama's career, he promised to limit the state secrets doctrine which the Bush-
Cheney administration had abused enormously. The Bush administration would go into court on
any kind of a case that they thought might embarrass them and would argue that it was a state
secret and the case should not be continued. Obama is doing the same thing, even though he
promised not to.

So in answer to your question, I am beginning to think that this guy is a phony. Obama seems to
have no firm principles that I can discern that he will adhere to. His only principle is his own
aggrandizement. This is a very dangerous mindset for a president to have.

JW: Do you consider Obama to be worse than George W. Bush?

NH: Oh, much worse. Bush essentially came in with very little qualifications for presidency, not
only in terms of his background but he lacked a certain amount of curiosity, and he depended
entirely too much on people like Rumsfeld, Cheney and others. Bush was led astray and we were
led astray. However, I never thought that Bush himself was, in any sense, "evil." I am hesitant to
say this about Obama. Obama is a bad man in terms of the Constitution. The irony is that Obama
was a law professor at the University of Chicago. He would, most of all, know that what he is doing
weakens the Constitution.

In fact, we have never had more invasions of privacy than we have now. The Fourth Amendment is
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on life support and the chief agent of that is the National Security Agency. The NSA has the capacity
to keep track of everything we do on the phone and on the internet. Obama has done nothing about
that. In fact, he has perpetuated it. He has absolutely no judicial supervision of all of this. So all in

all, Obama is a disaster.

Read the whole thing here.
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