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Japan Is Free-Riding on American Might

Doug Bandow, The National Interest

Despite parsistent
frustration in Okinawa ovar
the extraordinary burden
created by thelaroe
Armerican military
prasence, the OFPT also
repudiated its promize to
reduce the 115, footprint
there. Toloyo sitmply
abandoned Okinawans to
thair fate. The reascn is
simpla. Although Japan
possesses the world’s third largest economy, it prefers not to pay for
ite own defense. Tokyo could and should do more to protect itself and
itz region, but need not do so as long as Washington is willing to fill
the braach.
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Why Japan Still Matters

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

With Japan's lackluster economic growth and
seermingly relentless political turmoil, it's easy to
think that Tokwo's relevance is falling with no end
in sight. But Japan remains a vital part of Asia and

it will be a major plaver... more »»
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