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On the seventh anniversary of the U.S. invasion of Iraq, the United States can pointto manylessons from the
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conflict.

Butsome lessons are not new. Rather, they are forgotten lessons that had to be re-learned. And the question
remains whether Washington is doomed to re-learn them yet again, experts said.

At the start of the war in 2003, the "shock and awe"campaign quickly overwhelmed Irag's armies and U.S. forces * Chile Earthquake

claimed victoryin a matter of weeks. But as the Bush administration celebrated, attacks on U.S. forces began to
occur. And after a period of denial, the administration was forced to concede thatit had an insurgency on its
hands.

But while the United States had engaged in a number of counter insurgency operations throughout its history,
the Pentagon had forgotten how to fight an unconventional enemy.

Nate Hughes, military analyst at Stratfor, a global intelligence company, said the United States had forgotten
much of the counter insurgency knowledge it gained in Vietnam.

After that conflict, the Pentagon shelved its counter insurgency manuals and busied itself planning for a i i
"conventional war"- an army-to-army conflict on an open battlefield, as opposed to a "guerrilla war"-as IYOU,— Name
Washington never thought the United States would fight another Vietnam, he said.
|Your Email
"It's not that we wrote our first counter insurgency manual in the last decade," he said. "We just stopped
publishing one." [ Countries and regions — -]

Indeed the United States has fought insurgencies everywhere from the Philippines to Haiti - two long forgotten
conflicts of the early 20th century. But some experts say the United States is doomed to repeat the mistakes it
made in prior wars, including Iraq.

"As soon as Iraq and Afghanistan are over, and the resources are strained, are we going to retain all the
knowledge we have gained or are we going to throw it aside like we've done every other time in the past?” said

James Carafano, defense expert at the Heritage Foundation. Submit | View the Messages

Experts said one major mistake in Irag was a lack of a clear exit strategy, a blunder also made in Vietham. Partly
from that experience came the Powell Doctrine, named after General Colin Powell, secretary of state under the
Bush administration.

But the doctrine, which calls for a clearly defined objective, the use of overwhelming force and strong
international support for U.S. military operations, got lost once U.S. forces found themselves embroiled in a
seven-year guerrilla war in Iraq.
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Michael O'Hanlon, defense policy expert at the Brookings Institution, said some lessons learned in Iraq were old
ones that had been forgotten, including the core principals of counter insurgence.

But the use of new tools such as surveillance drones, the specific methods for helping reform the Iraqi police
and army, and means of countering suicide bombs and roadside bombs -one of insurgents ['[] most deadly
tools-were in some cases new.

One major lesson was that a military force cannot fight its way out of an insurgency. Rather, proper
counterinsurgency requires protecting the local population, developing intelligence networks by cooperating with
locals and building up state institutions, he said.

In future wars, itis possible for the United States to forget the knowledge gained in Iraq, given the complexities
involved and the opportunity costs when other military missions demand attention as well, he said.

Still, the United States will likely emerge from this period being more successful in counter insurgency than in
Vietnam. Washington will also recognize that counter insurgence is even more central to U.S. national security
todaythan itwas in the 1970s, he said.

As such, the United States stands a good chance of remembering Iraq's most crucial lessons, and military
planners are still focused on counter insurgency in Afghanistan, he said.

Christopher Preble, director of foreign policy studies at the Cato Institute, said that usually wars are so unique
that few lessons carry over from one conflict to the next. So whatever the United States learned in Iraqg may or
may not be able to be applied to the next war, he said.

Rusty Barber, director of Iraq programs at the U.S. Institute of Peace (USIP), said it remains unclear whether
civilian organizations engaged in post conflict operations in Afghanistan are heeding the lessons of Iraq.

One problem in Iraq was a lack of coordination between non-governmental organizations and the military, an
issue that could emerge in Afghanistan, said Barber, who led the USIP[ (s stabilization projects in Iraq.

Critics have also said Washington(1[s assumption that Iragis would welcome U.S. troops as liberators was
naive at best and destructive at worst.

"We have this messianic need to spread democracy," he said, "and have it bloom overnight. In other words, if we
plant that seed-even if we have to use force to do it-it will take root. Thatisn't always the case."

1234

= FORUM = PRINT | £ SHARE 047

m.cri.cn
2=l

News atYour)Fingertips
. CRImobile

english.cri.cn/6966/.../2001s558139.htm

2/3



3/22/2010 Does U.S. Really Learn Anything New i...

Latest Messages

Y our questions and comments

Name |. E-mail

submit

CRIENGLISH.com claims the copyright of all material and information produced originally by our staff. All
rights reserved. Reproduction of text for non-commercial purposes only is permitted provided that both
the source and author are acknow ledged and a notifying email is sent to us.

CRIENGLISH.com holds neither liability nor responsibility for materials attributed to any other source.
Such information is provided as reportage and dissemination of information but does not necessarily
reflect the opinion of or endorsement by CRI.

*World *Webcast «China *Business «Travel *Showbiz

Video Video Weekly Features Audio Destinations Film & TV

Reporters' Corner Radio Programs Directory China News Markets Editor's Pick Music & Stage

Photos Web Extra Chinese Press Editor's Choice What's in Art & Literature

Also in the News Schedules Gallery Biz Photo On the Road Video

Audio MZone Special Coverage Photo Gallery
Society Celeb Gossip

-Language Learning
Ask Pingping and Jules
Chinese Studio
Elementary Chinese
Pop Charts

English News

English Snippets

Home | About Us | Jobs | Contact Us | Talk China | The Messenger | Bridging the Straits | About China | Weather

Gougle‘ | Search |

C web @ english.cri.cn

Director: Liu Chi | Designer: ZN & LWY | Web Developer : Ricci

Copyright by CRIENGLISH.com, 1998-2010. Email:crieng@cri.com.cn Registered Number:05064898 '

english.cri.cn/6966/.../2001s558139.htm

3/3



