
 

 

Roger Pilon Vice President for Legal Affairs, Cato Institute :  

A note on NY 23, then to the larger message in yesterday's returns. Already this 
morning we're seeing an effort to spin the NY 23 outcome as a warning to 
Republicans and a hopeful sign for Democrats. Yet the striking thing about that 
outcome is how close a third-party candidate came in the face of opposition from the 
Republican establishment. And the ultimate outcome can doubtless be explained 
simply by absentee ballots, plus voters unaware of the last-minute developments in 
the race. 
 
Thus, given those factors, the NY 23 outcome is perfectly consistent with returns in 
the rest of the country. (In fact, Conservative and Republican votes in that race total 
more than 50 percent.) And the message will not be lost on blue-dog Democrats. If 
the internal inconsistencies of ObamaCare did not trouble those Democrats before 
yesterday, they surely must now. The silence coming from the White House last night 
spoke volumes. 

 


