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Review: Our hero
LENGTH: 2637 words

The latest book from the author of "Into the Wildfito Thin Air" and "Under the Banner of Heavenilldeave reader
who respect the sacrifices made by U.S. troopdtaeidfamilies appalled, angry and more worriedwthour nation's
continuing military presence in Afghanistan.

In "Where Men Win Glory: The Odyssey of Pat Tillmigboubleday), Jon Krakauer traces how bad poliegisions
dating back decades and bureaucratic failingscha®ivar itself led to Tillman's killing by friendfire in Afghanistan -and
how government and military officials tried to suggs the truth about the manner of his death.

Krakauer does convey his own anti-Bush-adminisiratiewpoint, sometimes less than subtly. But Ise aliticizes
both ends of the political spectrum for making witety wanted to of Tillman in death despite Tillrisaown public
reticence about himself in life.

Krakauer's Pat Tillman is a voracious, intelledtualirious reader, conversationalist and keepg@eo$onal journals, a
long-haired atheist who supported gay rights asdalned the Army's prizing of rank and time in onifi above merit and
skill. In other words, he didn't fit the heroic itdry stereotype.

Punctuating his narrative of Tillman's life withethll-too-familiar timeline of Islamist terrorisi{rakauer weaves
together this soldier's tale with Afghanistan'sgaale as a graveyard for empires and how U.S .Skt involvement the
decades ago set the stage for the Taliban, al-Q&ftld and its repercussions.

Just before his first Arizona State University faadt training camp in the summer of 1994, Tillmdifs was changed
for the better by the 30-day juvenile sentencedmeesl and the 250 hours of community service hfopaed for his role in
a high school brawl outside a pizza parlor. He wWaxXcel athletically and academically at ASU arse to stardom with the
Arizona Cardinals.

After his third season, Tillman was offered mulayemultimillion-dollar deals. Yet he chose to staigh the Cards on
another one-year contract paying him the fourth-y@ague minimum of $512,000.

And then came 9/11.

By April 2002, Tillman had decided to join the raliy to fight al-Qaida in Afghanistan. He marrieché, his
sweetheart since high school, before enlistingiimedwith his brother, Kevin, with whom he was esglécclose and would
go through Ranger School and serve until his d&#tien the time came to ship out, Pat was distudhedit being sent not
to Afghanistan but to Irag, where he would be angkriphery of the rescue of Jessica Lynch, theucag private.

Blasting media outlets for unquestioningly retajliie bogus official account to their audienceskéuer shows how
Lynch's story -- how she was injured, how she weatéd by her Iragi captors and doctors -- wasded, as was the truth
about the battle in Nasiriyah that followed Lynctepture.

That battle left 29 Americans dead but the militadynitted only eight had been victims of friendhef Krakauer

makes a strong case that the true number was nigicarh- and that "brazenness," "dishonesty" andridacity" are
shockingly common in such military inquirie
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Krakauer's detailing of the Lynch and Nasiriyalkesatlows his narrative but his specificity herespdiyidends later
because the same sort of official untruthfulnesklartt-covering were at work in regard to Tillmadésath.

The effort to suppress the true manner of Tillmé&iilimg began just as the world was learning abdi8. soldiers
abusing Iraqgi inmates at Abu Ghraib -- and wouldgbreathtaking lengths and continue through mlgltinvestigations.

Contravening policy designed to aid forensic inigegton, the military burned Tillman's bloody unifio and body
armor. Contravening Tillman's own wishes, it helti@morial service for him that included a chapl&ind it falsified
documentation to award Tillman's posthumous SiBtar.

Many of Tillman's comrades in arms knew he'd babedkby friendly fire but the brass ordered theat to tell Kevin
the truth, though they continued to serve togettieajt only wrist slaps to the culpable soldiers] &ept the rest of the
Tillman family in the dark, too.

Krakauer even quotes an e-mail sent by the offiteharge of the Joint Special Operations Commarahsure that
President George W. Bush wouldn't spill the bearsspeech to the White House Correspondents’ issgEoc

That officer? Gen. Stanley McChrystal, installedieathis year as the top U.S. and NATO commarnésfghanistan
That fact didn't make it into Krakauer's book, fartreaders who recognize the connection, it'dinfil

By calling to account those culpable for Tillmadé&ath and the cover-up of its manner, "Where Men @lory" is
ultimately a fine example of eyes-wide-open paisit-- as opposed to patriotism that's blind tdatl what reflects well on
the U.S. and its military.

SHELF LIFE: G-20 takeaways: Pittsburgh books

Whew! The G-20 summit is over. But what are the sut@ers taking home with them that has to do wittsBurgh?

The G-20's official schedule of meetings at theiBdv Lawrence Convention Center and related evahésfew other
local sites gave participants only relatively narglimpses of our city and region.

Even if a few expensive silk "power ties" staingdHsimanti Bros. lunches do lurk deep within thgdage of
homeward-bound world leaders, that won't tell threath about our town. Neither will most of the sauive typically sold
to Pittsburgh visitors.

What's needed for Pittsburgh to make a lasting anpa the G-20 luminaries is something with sonmeliectual heft
and historical perspective. So manager Karen Rosbsher staff at Carnegie Library of Pittsburghtsvbtown & Business
branch put together the following list of books abBittsburgh that they hope the world leaders jusbgathered here are
taking home with them.

And the Wolf Finally Came: The Decline of the Antam Steel Industry

by John P. Hoerr

(University of Pittsburgh Press, 1988)

Devastation and Renewal: An Environmental Histdrittsburgh and Its Region

edited by Joel A. Tarr

(University of Pittsburgh Press, 2003)

Don't Call Me Boss: David L. Lawrence, PittsburgREnaissance Mayor

by Michael P. Webe
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(University of Pittsburgh Press, 1988)

Downtown Pittsburgh

by Stuart P. Boehmig

(Arcadia Publishing, 2007)

Meet You In Hell: Andrew Carnegie, Henry Clay Frieind the Bitter Partnership that Transformed Aozeri
by Les Standiford

(Three Rivers Press, 2006)

The Mill

edited by Rade B. Vukmir

(University Press of America, 1999)

Out of this Furnace

by Thomas Bell

(University of Pittsburgh Press, 1991)

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania: A Photographic Portrait

by Mark Bolster

(Twin Lights Publishers, 2007)

Pittsburgh: The Story of an American City

by Stefan Lorant

(Esselmont Books, 1999)

Pittsburgh's Landmark Architecture: The HistoridlBimgs of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County
by Walter C. Kidney

(Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, 1997)
The River Ran Red: Homestead 1892

by David P. Demarest Jr.

(University of Pittsburgh Press, 1992)

The August Wilson Century Cycle

by August Wilson

(Theatre Communications Group, 2007)

REVIEW: By Donald Collins
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"Saving Capitalism: Keeping America Strong"
by Pat Choate
(Vintage)

Pat Choate -- policy analyst, veteran politicalremaist and Ross Perot's 1996 Reform Party runniaig m truly
understands how to better manage our broken ciap#gktem. His latest book, a paperback, captheesssence of our
dangerous situation.

With America in a recession -- Choate sees it @spmession -- he has produced a powerful econavaidmap in
"Saving Capitalism: Keeping America Strong." Foyame who thinks the recent upturn in the U.S. stoekket means an
end to the financial shocks, he suggests: "The id.i8.the midst of a basic structural shift in tflebal economy that
reaches to the very core of its economic instingioVhere American leaders once believed globaizatould lead to the
widespread adoption of market capitalism, this degion has brought into focus a different realithe rise of state
capitalism." Examples abound: China, Japan, Sootle& even Germany.

Choate cites the "de-industrialization of the Udi&tates" and proves with numerous examples tkdiB. cannot
survive without a strong manufacturing base. Heesri"People without assets, jobs and credit caompthe goods and
services made and sold by others. They become paodetheir lives more difficult.”

He reports: "Between 1981 and 2009, manufactunmgleyment fell from 18.7 million jobs to barely b&llion, a 40
percent loss, while finance grew from 5.1 milliato$ to 8.1 million, a 60 percent increase. Amelisa almost three jobs f
every one it gained in that exchange."

The governing ethos during recent decades, Chadieswhas been "government is the problem, nosdigtion.” But
now, after chicanery, many nations and half the. [gublic see capitalism as unworthy of emulatiohjoh is a tragedy
because, as Choate puts it, "capitalism, propedulated, is the most efficient means in the wtwldllocate scarce
resources and stimulate economic innovation anatt

So what does Choate see as the way out? He oifféigasne-changing" proposals of obvious urgency aadlity,
restated here for brevity:

1. Impose strict federal supervision of all finalénstitutions, leading to a sound currency.

2. Replace federal income and corporate taxeswaitie-added or flat taxes, balance the budget &mtdpaying down
the federal debt.

3. Balance our trade deficit through pragmatic postectionist deals with state capitalism.

4. Strengthen America's social safety net, strgssitucation, training, health care and jobs andrémg a minimal
income and pensions adequate for dignified retirégme

5. Initiate a massive capital budget for public kgoto improve our aging infrastructure, creatingdjioris of new jobs.

6. Create a national innovation strategy to fat#itmore creativity, enhancing job creation.

Ambitious? You bet. But Choate shows exactly howdoomplish these steps, many of which are the sd@as that
FDR used to stabilize a dire situation. At thetsb&iFDR's first term, many of his key adviserineluding Walter Lippman,
then the nation's most influential editorial voieealled for FDR to become a dictator, which helided to do, trusting no
one, not even himself, with such power.

Real unemployment -- now at 16 percent, per the loé¢he Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta -- anidgisleficits
projected at $9.2 trillion over the next decadegasg the point Choate makes when he writes thatrékt of the world is
unlikely to loan that much money to a nation whpseple cannot control their government's spendiggriething that
Choate also knows must happen is stopping the fddathneeded illegal immigrant labor -- now.

"Saving Capitalism" is a brisk, engaging read. Domss it.
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Donald Collins, a cahair of the National Advisory Board of the Fed&matffor American Immigration Reform (FAIR
is a freelance writer living in Washington, D.C.

NEW PAGES TO TURN

Arguing with Idiots: How to Stop Small Minds andgBGovernment
by Glenn Beck

(Threshold Editions)

OK, so there's probably as much point in tryindigare out why the cover photo of Glenn Beck's ri®wk portrays
him wearing attire reminiscent of Col. Klink frorhidgan's Heroes" as there is in trying to figurewhich came first, the
rise in the decibel level of political debate oe tise of Beck to talk-radio star, host of his astiow on Fox News Channel
and author of three previous New York Times Noeé&tbellers. After all, he's pictured merely sticking is tongue on th
cover of the Sept. 28 edition of Time -- but hisgrtanding there is another indication that thosxileg to take the pulse of
American popular political sentiment can't affooddgnore Beck. In "Arguing with Idiots," he offevghat the publisher calls
"the secret formula to winning arguments againsppeewith big mouths but small minds: knowing thets." Beck provide
user-friendly verbal ammunition to fire againstgbavho believe -- among other things -- that gumtrod prevents gun
violence, that the U.S. should emulate the Britiational health care system and that without illéganigrant labor,
vegetable prices would skyrocket. If nothing el¢eguing with Idiots" should keep Beck's fans sfid until a picture-
book adaptation of his Times No. 1 seller "The €imias Sweater," aimed at children, hits bookstoedvss.

True Compass: A Memoir
by Edward M. Kennedy
(Twelve)

Originally scheduled for release next year, the®atober, "True Compass" was made available Sépfollowing its
author's Aug. 22 loss of his battle with brain aamVritten in collaboration with Ron Powers, autbbbiographies
including "Flags of Our Fathers," "True Compassts-itle reflective of the late Massachusettsateris love of sailing --
reportedly earned the liberal Democrat icon an $#iBam advance. In a July e-mail interview postedioe by the publisher,
Kennedy said he wanted to tell the story of his éhd describe some of the history he had witnesmsédbeen a part of. He
maintained that he'd never before discussed Viethgnmdon Johnson and his brothers Jack and Bobbudh depth. He
also said he "didn't waste words in the book rafutnyths" and "didn't write about things | didi'idev about personally.”
No doubt many will read "True Compass" to see weithconfirms or refutes their existing opiniorisat Ted Kennedy
It's hard to predict how many who do read this batkchange their minds about him. But given Kedyis impact on
legislation and policy during his notably long Sennure, historians and scholars should be glddte "True Compass"
as a primary source they can dig into for decadesine, no matter what thesis about its authormdeyming to support.

Financial Fiasco: How America's Infatuation withrhik@ownership and Easy Money Created the Econom&isCri
by Johan Norberg
(Cato Institute)

"Financial Fiasco" examines the economic meltdoswmfwhich America and the world still are strugglito recover.
"The story of this storm in the global marketshs story of how government intervention to solvevipus crises laid the
foundation for a new one," writes Johan NorberGato Institute senior fellow, author of "In DeferafeGlobal Capitalism,”
writer and host of the documentary "Globalisati®iGiood" that aired on Britain's Channel Four, asident of Stockholm,
Sweden. He covers how the combination of monetaligyg housing policy and financial innovations guzed financial
catastrophe and warns about repeating the samakassand pursuing the wrong solutions. The boatgraing to the
publisher, is "the perfect antidote" to what théhau calls a dramatic shift in "the climate of idea in the direction of a
bigger and more active government." Amity Shlaesges Norberg for offering a perspective other tinah of an American
insider. Walter E. Williams lauds Norberg for debizrg "lax monetary policy by the Federal Reseryst&m,
overpromotion of homeownership by the governmedtgovernment agencies, and transformation of thegage loan
industry into an issuer of securities backed bpal pf mortgages of varying quality." Norberg's lgs&s may or may not
ultimately prevail as consensus opinion, but hansther strong voice in the chorus that assignshrblame tc
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governmental errors.
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