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The principles
of July 4

The following was written by Roger Pilon, vice president
for legal affairs at the Cato Institute and director of Cato’s
Center for Constitutional Studies, and published in National
Review Online in 2004.
oday, we celebrate our nation’s birth through a
remarkable document: the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. In that document, the founders set
forth the reasons that impelled them to inde-
pendence and, more important, the moral vision that has in-

_ spired us. and millions more around the world, ever since. Itsazs s
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spired us, and millions more around the World ever since. Its
essence is individual liberty, secured by limited government

Too often today, however, government is at war with hberty,

telling us that it knows best, that it will decide for us.

When the founders spoke of liberty, they meant each of us
has a right to plan and live his own life. That basic idea is
captured nowhere more clearly than in Thomas Jefferson’s
magnificently simple phrase, “the pursuit of happiness.”

That right, which is nothing less than the foundation of in-
dividual liberty, is key to understanding the Declaration’s
basic principle — and our modern problem. Happiness, af-
ter all, is an individual, subjective notion. What makes you
happy is not necessarily what makes me happy. That’s what
makes life interesting. It would be a dull world if our tastes
were all the same. In a free society, we have a right to prac-
tice whatever religion, pursue whatever job, and buy what-
ever product we wish, as long as we respect the rights of
others in the process.

Yet the more we ask government to do for us, the more
we undermine that vision. Every time government creates a
new program “for our own good,” it forces us all to a com-
mon vision of the good. Do you want the government to pay
for your child’s education? Here’s the school you have to
use and the curriculum your child must study. No thanks,
you say; you'll send your child to a private school instead,
where you have a choice of programs. You'll still have to
pay for the public system.

In these and countless other ways, in the name of helping
us, government throws us all in a common pot and decides
for us. We “pursue happiness” not as individuals but collec-
tively — through government. We've turned Jefferson’s or-
der on its head. Is it any wonder so many of us are “unhap-
py” with the programs we get, with the choices government
makes for us? Imagine if government chose our national re-
ligious program. When government chooses everything, in-
dividuals choose nothing. Look at North Korea for the ex-
treme example of that.

The founders envisioned a world where individuals pur-
sued happiness as individuals or as members of private,
voluntary associations — families, businesses, churches,
charities, and the like. That world — the civil society de
Tocqueville spoke of — was where most of life was meant to
be lived, with government limited primarily to securing the
rights we have or we create in that world.

As we celebrate our independence today, let’s keep in
mind that we're celebrating our independence from over-
weening government — British or American.

@ Please visit www.rep-am.com/opinion to comment.

WATERBURY REPUBLICAN

Established Oct. 29,1881
Waterburp Amevican  Tye Waterbury Democrat
Established Dec. 14,1844 1881-1946

Editorials reflect the position of the publisher, not that of the editorial writer. Signed
columns reflect the opinions of the author, not necessarily the publisher.

support;f
they fun .,
Werecr; .
tressed
doms 0, ]
Trur®,”
status _q’
now, ¥y
thony .Il :
hasa3U,
biggei, A,
also EEQ
ma;orl{
Wl]ile
matte.IB
tive uls,

ey

3¢

deal0d SEL

doft; ;
ohp oy
Pi

tect

the: .
rea ST H
anc

A

son

sai

dic 4
an’ q
folk /(_,

tent




