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Happy Constitution Day 

Damon W. Root | September 17, 2010 

The Cato Institute’s Roger Pilon celebrates Constitution Day: 

On September 17, 1787, the Framers of the Constitution of the United States of America, having 

completed their work over that long hot summer, sent the document out to the states with the 

hope that conventions in the states, pursuant to Article VII, would see fit to ratify it. Nine months 

later, on June 21, 1788, New Hampshire became the ninth state to do so, making the Constitution 

effective between those states. Shortly thereafter, three more states ratified the document; and 

Rhode Island, the last, did so on May 29, 1790. 

The Constitution was not perfect – what human creation is? – not least in its oblique recognition 

of slavery, believed necessary to ensure union. But it provided for amendment, as with the 

addition of the Bill of Rights in 1791 and the Civil War Amendments several decades later, which 

ended slavery and brought the Bill of Rights to bear upon the states. All things considered, 

especially when we look at the rest of the world, the Constitution has served us well, enabling us to 

prosper in greater freedom than most have ever enjoyed. 

Page 1 of 1Happy Constitution Day - Hit & Run : Reason Magazine

9/17/2010http://reason.com/blog/2010/09/17/happy-constitution-day/print


