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Roger Pilon
Vice President for Legal Affairs, Cato Institute :

If you don't look behind the stirring rhetoric, this was a fine performance

-- and many of Obama's supporters will leave it right there. But behind it

all is a single theme: People have problems, and government's job is to solve those

problems. Obama and his people, including many in Congress, still don't get it. The recent

elections in Virginia, New Jersey, and Massachusetts were not about government doing more

or better. They were not about all the subsidies or jobs programs or green initiatives Obama

spoke about tonight. They were about government getting out of the way -- about lowering

taxes and lifting burdensome regulations so that businesses, large and small, can once again

provide the jobs and the prosperity that have been crippled by the kinds of programs Obama

was promoting tonight. This was micromanagement from Washington. We need management

from Main Street.

Early on in his speech Obama said that many Americans don't understand "why Washington

has been unable or unwilling to solve any of our problems." Doubtless that's true. But many

more Americans do understand why. And so, as when he said that healthcare reform was in

trouble because he had not explained it more clearly, Obama continues to believe that the

problem is with the messenger, not with the message. Fortunately, we have elections in this

country. I predict that come November the people will make it clear again that we don't need
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Subject Date

What's at stake? Jan. 27, 2010

Beau's choice: Are Dems panicking? What is it about the word

"populist?" (these days) The "fiscal commission:" good or bad idea?

Bernanke: Thumbs up or down?

Jan. 25, 2010

Open Mic Jan. 23, 2010

The road ahead for the White House? Are the Clinton and Reagan

lessons useful for Obama?   Will Citizens United alter American

campaigns and if so, how?

Jan. 22, 2010

Citizens United case: A "small revolution" in campaign finance? Plus,

more on Mass: Do they get it?

Jan. 21, 2010

The message from MassachusettsWhat now for the Democratic

agenda?

Jan. 19, 2010

Open Mic Massachusetts Jan. 15, 2010

yet another round of "industrial policy." We need less of that, and more of what this country is

really about -- freedom.
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