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Driving the Conversation:
Arena Ref: David Mark

Roger Pilon
Vice President for Legal Affairs, Cato Institute :

Political parties are, strictly speaking, private entities. Therefore, they're
free to insinuate themselves into primary contests, or not. But as they do,

so they will be judged. 

Haley Barbour was absolutely right, therefore, to say that national party organizations
shouldn't endorse (ordinarily, incumbents) in primaries -- much less assist one candidate over
others. To the extent they do, they confirm the view of many Americans that the political class
is more interested in preserving power -- its own -- than in governing for the common good
under constitutional principle. 

Do we need any better evidence than the way Republicans ran from the term limits plank in
the Contract with America after they took over Congress in 1995? Oh, I forgot, there is better
evidence: the way Democrats never even paid lip service to term limits.
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Subject Date

Open Mike, Aug. 28-29 Aug. 27, 2010

Obama's failed 'Recovery Summer'? Aug. 27, 2010

Lessons from Katrina Aug. 26, 2010

Can Dems turn it around? Aug. 26, 2010

Sunshine State showdown. McCain's homestate vindication? And
Quayle tries to take flight.

Aug. 24, 2010

What would Boehner do as House speaker? Beck sensitive on D.C.
march?

Aug. 24, 2010

Angry Left Obama’s bête noir? Will Republicans win a Senate
majority?

Aug. 23, 2010
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