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Obama Must Show L eader ship, Pull Out of Afghanistan
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At a recent town halineeting [via Ryan Jaroncyk athe HumblelLibertariar], U.S. Rep. Tim Johnson
(R-IL) explained why he wants a withdrawal of Ut®ops from Afghanistan:

I’m suggesting to you that there is no end gameliébe that our men and women are there in a
mission that is ill-defined... | think we’re losinggple by the day, here and over there, with no even
indirect relationship to our national security.

Within a couple of weeks, I'm going to be lookindegislation and issuing a definitive statementon
position on Afghanista which at this point | would suggest would call éaur withdrawal of troops
forthwith.

We've had a succession from Vietham to Iraq to &fggtan, and the net result has been thousands of
lives lost, and very little progress made... I'mamdr of doing everything we can to make America
secure, to make sure we don’t have another 9/Jven anything analogous to that, but I'm also
convinced that our continued presence in Afghaniganot serving that role. And we need to seripusl
re-examine where we’'re at.

As | mentionedback in February of this year, “There is immensssgure to infuse greater troops in the

region, but there is no objective in mind — andobbefyou deploy the troops, you want to have a
strategy’ The Obama administration is still stuck at a croads: either sel more troops to protect tt
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villages of Afghanistan from the Taliban, or stad present levels (or decrease U.S. troop commit
to go after al Qaeda cells in Pakistan.

The American public is against sending more trotps overwhelming majority of Democrats are
against sending more troops, some Republicans mg@ss have begun to speak out against sending
more troops, and prominent conservative commerstai@ against sending more troops. | am reminded
of a quote from General Fred Weyand, the last tb8imander in Vietnam, who told Pulitzer prize-
winning author and Vietnam correspond8&tdnley Karnow, “The American army is really a pe&p

army in the sense that it belongs to the Americopfe... When the army is committed, the American
people are committed; when the American people tlosie commitment, it is futile to try to keep the
army committed.”

| used to ridicule President Bush for staying tberse in Iraq. While President Obama will taketéadni
his credibility for deciding to scale down Amerisgresence — after having already deployed more
troops earlier this year — | would commend the ielexd for having the strength of his convictions fo
deciding not to send more young men and womergta éind die for a cause (and a country) that does
not constitute a vital national security inter&oubling down in Afghanistan is too easy. It's abog

to pull ourselves out of Afghanistan that will takkee leadership.
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