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Stolen E-Mails Sharpen a Brawl Between Climate

Scientists and Skeptics
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Messages Michaels objects to include a March 19, 2009, e-mail from CRU Dsirector Phil

Jones in which he complains to another scientist about the new editor of Weather, a
journal published by the Royal Meteorological Society. "If I don't get him to back down, I
won't be sending any more papers to any RMS journals and I'll be resigning from the
RMS," Jones writes, in an apparent protest to a change in the journal's guidelines for
authors.

Other e-mails that have drawn scrutiny include a message from Kevin Trenberth, a climate
scientist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo., that includes
this sentence: "The fact is that we can't account for the lack of warming at the moment and
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That includes the line about a "lack of warming," which Trenberth says was part of a longer
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message intended to highlight shortcomings in scientists' understanding of recent
temperature fluctuations.

"We've always had some problems with the observing system," he said. "It's obviously not
as good as we would like, and that's true of the temperature record, as well. What this is
saying is we need better observations. What it's not saying is that global warming is not

here."
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Meanwhile, Jones defended his "trick" e-mail in a statement posted on the University of
East Anglia's Web site. "The word trick was used here colloquially as in a clever thing to

Pennsylvania State University climate scientist Michael Mann -- the "Michael" in Jones'

message -- agreed.
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Mann said the second portion of Jones' message referred to a known problem with certain

temperature records gleaned from tree rings. Up until 1960, temperature records

measured by weather stations agree with records extrapolated from tree rings. But after
1960, it's a different story. Some of the trees no longer accurately register temperature
variations.

That's a problem that CRU scientist Keith Briffa identified in a journal article more than 10
years ago, Mann said, arguing that scientists shouldn't use the inaccurate post-1960 data.
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