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Prescriptions Vo

September 9, 2009, 7:00 pm

Live Blogging the President’s Speech

By David M. Herszenhorn AND Katharine Q. Seelye

gra i Doug Mills/The New York Times
President Obama left the House Chamber after his address.

David M. Herszenhorn, on Capitol Hill, and Katharine Q. Seelye, in New York, live blogged the president’s
speech and reaction tonight. President Obama laid out themes of “security and stability” in an effort to
reassure Americans about his health care plans. Advance text of the speech.

Wrap Up | 10:27 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye President Obama began bargaining tonight, perhaps more with his
own base than with Republicans. He paved the way for some compromises, especially on the public option. That
may satisfy some Blue Dogs but may cost him some liberals. On the other hand, where are those liberals going
to go?

Probably not to the Republicans, whose reactions during the speech — with Representative Joe Wilson yelling
out “You Lie!” and another checking his BlackBerry — only highlighted the anger that has swept portions of
the Capitol. So did the cynical laughter that greeted his remark that some “significant details” still need to be
“ironed out.”

Of course, many details remain to be ironed out. And many questions persist: Did he reassure those who are
happy with their insurance that an overhaul is worth the effort? Did he convince seniors that Medicare will not
be cut or that care will not be rationed? What effect will the speech have, if any, on the Senate Finance
Committee?
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For Mr. Obama, the campaign continues, with remarks on Thursday and a rally in Minneapolis on Saturday.

But the speech also had its distracting moments, especially Mr. Wilson’s outburst and the poignant mentions of
Senator Kennedy and his family, including the mention of the letter Mr. Obama received from the senator.

From Jeff Zeleny: Mr. Wilson issued these comments afterward: “This evening I let my emotions get the best
of me. While I disagree with the president’s statement, my comments were inappropriate and regrettable. I
extend sincere apologies to the president for this lack of civility.”

Mr. Wilson’s outburst caused Obama to pause briefly and say, “That’s not true.”

Behind him House Speaker Nancy Pelosi could be seen glaring in Wilson’s direction, but there was no move by
Democratic leaders to censure Mr. Wilson. First lady Michelle Obama, in the visitors’ gallery, shook her head
from side to side disapprovingly. Neither the House nor the Senate health care overhaul bills would provide
coverage for illegal immigrants, the mention by the president that prompted Mr. Wilson’s comment.

Reading Materials | 10:17 p.m. Related articles — an overview by Jeff Zeleny and Sheryl Stolberg; details of
the plan by Jackie Calmes and Robert Pear.

The Medical Lobby’s Take | 10:07 p.m. David Kirkpatrick Chip Kahn, top lobbyist for the for-profit
hospitals’ Federation of

American Hospitals, watched the president’s speech tonight. A Republican, Mr. Kahn stressed how Mr. Obama
carefully parsed his support still for a public insurance option. Doctors and hospitals strongly

oppose such a program because they fear it could drive private insurers out of business, especially if it were
paying Medicare rates or under the control of a federal health department.

Mr. Obama’s call for a public plan, however, omitted any discussion of what rates it might pay or who might
control it, and at one point he referred to it only as a “not for profit” as opposed to government

plan. “It is the payment of Medicare rates that is the issue for us, the control by government fiat!,” Mr. Kahn
said.

“He worded it really carefully, because he said ‘not for profit” and he didn’t say it had
to be controlled by the government,” Mr. Kahn added. “The way he described it, we could support that!”

B Doug Mills/The New York Times Joe
Wilson, a Republican representative from South Carolina, points at others in the House chamber. He was
criticized for shouting “you lie” during President Obama’s health care speech.
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Chasing Down Lies | 9:32 p.m. An outburst by one of the House members during Mr. Obama’s speech has
caused a little bit of a flap, and we’re still trying to sort out the details. But The Times’s Carl Hulse reported that
Representative Joe Wilson, Republican of South Carolina, shouted out that the president lied as Mr. Obama
asserted that his health care plan would not cover illegal immigrants. From Mr. Hulse:

Following the speech, Rahm Emanuel, the White House chief of staff, approached lawmakers on
the floor to ask who had accused Mr. Obama of lying. Mr. Emanuel was told it was Representative
Wilson.

“No president ever has been treated like that, ever,” Mr. Emanuel told reporters.

Later on CNN television interviews, Senator John McCain, Republican of Arizona, called for Mr. Wilson to
apologize, saying it would be disrespectul in any forum.

Jackie Calmes points to the biography of Mr. Wilson in CQ’s “Politics in America,” which includes this line:
“Wilson’s sharp and careless remarks sometimes land him in hot water.” One example listed was Mr. Wilson’s
constant criticisms of Senator John Kerry during the Democrat’s presidential campaign, and even includes a
reference to Mr. Wilson’s characterization of the news that Strom Thurmond had fathered a daughter with a
black woman. Even after the longtime Republican senator’s family acknowledged the paternity, Mr. Wilson
called the notion a “smear on the image” of Mr. Thurmond.

Mr. Wilson, 62, whose district runs from the coastal border of Georgia into central South Carolina, from Hilton
Head to Columbia, was first elected to the House in 2001.

McCain’s take | 9:42 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye On CNN, Senator John McCain basks in the re-run of Mr.
Obama’s shout-out to him, and he says soothingly that “there are a lot of things we can agree on.”

But Mr. Obama’s proposal for pilot projects on altering the malpractice system is not one of them. A pilot
project, Mr. McCain said, “doesn’t get it,” in terms of limiting suits and costs.

He also said that Mr. Obama’s allusion to Mrs. Palin, his former running mate, was unnecessary “and did
nothing to contribute to bipartisan dialogue.” But he went mavericky on her charge that the Democrats would
create “death panels.” Asked if he believed there would be such panels, Mr. McCain said no.

More Reviews | 9:29 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Here’s something that the administration will take as
encouragement — a neutral statement from Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine. In other words, unlike
many other Republicans, she didn’t trash Mr. Obama’s speech.

She, of course, is one of the very few (perhaps two or three) Republicans who may be in the persuadable camp
(the other being her Maine colleague, Olympia Snowe). Ms. Collins said in her statement that she was deeply
concerned about the price tag of any overhaul, but concluded on this non-committal note: “The Senate Finance
Committee continues to work to come up with bipartisan legislation that addresses these concerns. I look
forward to seeing what its negotiations produce.” In this debate, non-committal might be considered a win.

G.O.P. Rebuttal | 9:18 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Representative Charles Boustany of Louisiana, a surgeon,
has delivered a brief Republican response. He has the same problem typical of those who deliver such responses
(and not, in his case, just relative anonymity) — he is standing by himself somewhere, without the animation
that comes from interacting with a live audience. At the same time, Michael Steele, chairman of the Republican
National Committee, put out a statement summing up the Republican view: “The president has proven his ability
again to speak very well and say very little. He continued to try and sell his government-run health care
experiment even though it will increase costs, increase taxes and increase the deficit.”

From Bernie Becker “Republicans are ready — and we’ve been ready — to work with the president for
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common-sense reforms that our nation can afford,” said Dr. Boustany, now in his third term representing a
district in southwestern Louisiana, adding “it’s clear the American people want health care reform, but they
want their elected leaders to get it right.”

Dr. Boustany talked of four areas where he thought there was an opportunity for consensus, including ensuring
everyone has access to coverage and allowing insurers to offer wellness incentives. But as his Republican
colleagues have been doing for weeks, Dr. Boustany also stood firm against increased government involvement
in the health care system. “Replacing your family’s current health care with government-run health care is not
the answer,” he said. “In fact, it’ll make health care much more expensive.”

Reviews Start Spilling In | 9:09 p.m. David M. Herszenhorn Lawmakers are still milling about the House
chamber, but the Republican Senate leader, Mitch McConnell, has already issued a statement trashing the
president’s proposals and urging him to take up Republican ideas instead. “The false choice between a massive
government takeover, or no reform at all, is one that has been soundly rejected across the country,” Mr.
McConnell said in the statement. For the moment, it seems, Mr. Obama’s belief that partisan acrimony can be
surmounted will have to wait for another day.

It’s Over | 9:06 p.m. The president’s speech lasted 47 minutes. He closes on a strong note:

What was true then remains true today. I understand how difficult this health care debate has been.
I know that many in this country are deeply skeptical that government is looking out for them. I
understand that the politically safe move would be to kick the can further down the road — to defer
reform one more year, or one more election, or one more term.

But that’s not what the moment calls for. That’s not what we came here to do. We did not come to
fear the future. We came here to shape it. I still believe we can act even when it’s hard. I still
believe we can replace acrimony with civility, and gridlock with progress. I still believe we can do
great things, and that here and now we will meet history’s test.

Doug Mills/The New York Times
“We cannot fail,” Mr. Obama said. “Because there are too many Americans counting on us to succeed.”

A Kennedy Remembrance | 9:00 p.m. David M. Herszenhorn Mr. Obama is speaking emotionally now about
the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy and his passion for providing universal health insurance to Americans.
And the president just gave an important shout-out to Senator Charles E. Grassley of Iowa, the senior
Republican on the Finance Committee and a lead negotiator in the effort to broker a compromise health care
bill.
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The TV cameras are showing Mr. Kennedy’s widow, Victoria, tearing up as she listens while sitting with the first
lady, Michelle Obama. Mr. Kennedy’s children are also in attendance.

Stephen Crowley/The New York
Times Michelle Obama, the first lady, Victoria Kennedy, the widow of the late Senator Edward M. Kennedy,
and Dr. Jill Biden, wife of Vice President Joseph R Biden Jr., were among the audience members.

Tossing a Bone Their Way | 8:55 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Perhaps surprisingly, Mr. Obama makes a nod to
the clamor for changing the malpractice system (a k a tort reform). This is one way of showing he is open to
Republicans. He says that changing malpractice will not be a silver bullet, but he knows that doctors practice
defensive medicine, which helps drive up costs. So, he said, he would support a Bush idea of demonstration
projects in individual states to test some ideas about “how to put patient safety first and let doctors focus on
practicing medicine.”

Just recently, Howard Dean, the former chairman of the Democratic National Committee, noted that members
of his party don’t want to tackle this issue because of the powerful trial lawyers lobby.

Eldercare | 8:52 p.m. David M. Herszenhorn Mr. Obama was just trying to make one of the toughest
arguments in the health care debate but perhaps one of the most important: that better medical care is often
cheaper medical care and that government spending on Medicare can be reduced substantially not by limiting
treatment and care for Americans over 65, but by providing more effective and better coordinated care. Many
Americans over 65 are worried that proposed Medicare cuts would limit their access to care.

The president tries to reassure them: “So don’t pay attention to those scary stories about how your benefits will
be cut — especially since some of the same folks who are spreading these tall tales have fought against Medicare
in the past, and just this year supported a budget that would have essentially turned Medicare into a privatized
voucher program. That will never happen on my watch. I will protect Medicare.”

Chilly G.O.P. Reception | 8:51 p.m. Carl Hulse, the Times’s chief Congressional correspondent, is in the
House chamber and says the mood is extremely tense, with very sparse Republican applause.

Update | 8:49 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye He may be walking the wire, but he just dumped his “progressive
friends.” The public option, he said, is “only a means” to the long-sought end of ending insurance company
abuses. “And we should remain open to other ideas that accomplish our ultimate goal.”

Dimes and the Deficit | 8:45 p.m. Fiscal conservatives join with Democrats in jumping to their feet and
applauding when Mr. Obama promises his plan won’t add a dime to the deficit. The camera focuses in closely
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on Senator Olympia Snowe, Republican from Maine, who is considered a critical vote for Democrats on this
issue but also often raises the financial ledger in discussing how to pay for initiatives.

On Those Death Panels | 8:43 p.m. David Herszenhorn “It is a lie, plain and simple,” Mr. Obama says about
the charge that health care legislation would create “death panels” to counsel the elderly to forgo care near the
end of their lives. But almost as shocking as that false allegation is that Mr. Obama is still fighting it weeks after
major media outlets reported that it had no basis.

Mr. Obama says he doesn’t want to put private insurance companies out of business. “I just want to hold them
accountable,” he said, as be begins a careful tight-rope on the issue of creating a government-run health care
plan, a so-called public option. What’s clear from the speech is that Mr. Obama is willing to settle for a public
option on a so-called “trigger” that is, a public plan would kick in only if the health care legislation fails to
provide affordable insurance for a sufficient number of Americans. Liberals will likely be disappointed.
Republicans will probably not be appeased. It’s a walk on a wire, but he seems to be keeping his balance.

A Shout Out to a Rival | 8:41 p.m. David M. Herszenhorn A seemingly genuine smile and applause from his
old opponent, John McCain, as Mr. Obama says low-cost insurance should quickly be made available to hose
who need it, even before the major provisions of any overhaul take effect in four to five years.

Update | 8:38 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Republicans may be applauding, some, at the big clarion calls. But
elsewhere, they are more critical. The Republican National Committee, for example, notes that Mr. Obama has
said that “the health care problem is the deficit problem,” and adds: “Too bad his government-run health care
experiment will just make it worse.”

Just a Few Details Left | 8:31 p.m. Light chuckles erupt in the audience as the president suggests, grinning,
that there are just a few details left to be ironed out in his plan.

Update | 8:31 p.m. David Herszenhorn “That’s what Americans can expect from this plan, more security and
more stability.” Security and stability seem to be a refrain in this speech, reflecting a keen awareness on the part
of the White House that Americans feel deeply uncertain about the prospects of sweeping health care
legislation. But Mr. Obama still faces the challenge of presenting enough detail to reassure folks who already
have insurance and worry they have more to lose than to gain from any changes.

Stop the Shouting | 8:28 p.m. David Herszenhorn “The time for bickering is over,” Mr. Obama declared. And
there was notable applause from Senator Susan Collins, Republican of Maine, and Judd Gregg, Republican of
New Hampshire, two of the most earnest members of the Senate who disdain bickering but neither has
expressed support for the Democratic proposals on health care.

Something for the G.O.P. | 8:27 p.m. David Herszenhorn But now the Repblicans are standing, even John
Boehner, the House Republican leader, applauding Mr. Obama’s assertion that it’s better to build on the existing
system than start from scratch.

Up and Clapping | 8:26 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Who needs Pilates if you’re a Democrat and in the House

tonight? The members of President Obama’s party are getting plenty of exercise, standing up and applauding at
numerous lines of his speech. Alas, the Republicans, who have been fairly stationary so far, may need a trip to

the gym.

First, the Insured | 8:23 p.m. David Herszenhorn Mr. Obama is making his initial pitch to the 180 million
Americans who currently have health insurance — stressing the risks to every American that they could lose
their coverage if they lose or change their jobs, or for any number of technical reasons. Many of these
Americans are among those showing up in polls who don’t really understand what’s in the bill for them, or
“what’s in this for me?” as Mr. Obama asked in an earlier speech.
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And now we are starting to hear the bitter pill: Americans pay more for health care than people in any other
country but get worse results. Those facts are indisputable. But another problem is that even if health care
legislation is adopted, Americans will still likely pay for more health care than people in any other developed
country.

A Little History | 8:20 p.m. The president has just given the requisite nod to Representative John Dingell of
Michigan, the most senior member of the House, and a champion of a health care overhaul. His father began
introducing bills for overarching health care decades ago, and Mr. Dingell continues to do so, the president
notes.

It’s the Economy First | 8:18 p.m. David Herszenhorn Mr. Obama’s opening comments, about the
improvements in the economy — “we have pulled this economy back from the brink” — are not just a bit of
self-praise for his administration and Congressional Democrats but rather a pointed reminder that not a single
House Republican voted for his economic stimulus package. And so his opening would seem to be a warning to
Republicans who so far have opposed his health care proposals.

: 4 Doug Mills/The New York Times
President Obama arrived in the House chamber to dehver a speech on overhauling the nation’s health care
system, on Capitol Hill on Wednesday.

Obama’s Speech | 8:16 p.m. Here is a transcript of the president’s advance text, released by the White House.
Related article by our colleague Jeff Zeleny.

President Obama Enters | 8:12 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye The sergeant-at-arms announces his arrival into the
House chamber: “The president of the United States.” Mr. Obama enters the chamber at 8:11, along with
Senator Mitch McConnell, the Republican leader, grinning rather uncomfortably behind him. And not quite
glad-handing his colleagues the way Mr. Obama is. Senator Harry Reid, the Democratic leader, also looks rather
unanimated. Mr. Obama has an embrace — and kiss — for Mrs. Clinton. He whispers in her ear and they share

a laugh.

His introductory applause as he walked the aisle and reached the podium lasted a full five minutes.

The Cabinet Arrives | 8:04 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye Members of the Cabinet, including Secretary of State
Hillary Rodham Clinton, have arrived and are making their way down the aisle. It is interesting to see Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton, in a fire-engine red suit. She was so associated with health care for so long — not
exactly to her advantage — but has been totally absent from the current debate. Is anyone else wondering
whether she has talked with President Obama about health care? Lately? It was one of the few policy areas that
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the two disagreed on during the Democratic primaries.

And speaking of her husband, former President Bill Clinton, he too gave a joint speech to Congress about health
care in 1993. At our sib-blog, Economix, Catherine Rampell looked at sections of Mr. Clinton’s address that
might serve Mr. Obama well 16 years later.

Prebuttal Flies Around | 8:03 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye The level of rebuttal and pre-buttal flying around the
Web is rather dizzying tonight. It reflects how high the stakes are. And it reflects just how many moving parts
there are to a big national debate. And, of course, it reflects the sophistication on both sides of the spin
machines, honed during recent presidential campaigns.

But here is an “oh, really?” moment. On MSNBC, Senator Dick Durbin, Democrat of Illinois, was asked if he
explained to his junior colleague, Barack Obama, that “the politics of governing are about a thousand times
more complicated than the politics of campaigning?”

Mr. Durbin replied: “Well, we did sit down and talk. And believe me, his experience in the Illinois State Senate
prepared him for the rough and tumble of Congress on Capitol Hill.”

Really?

The Kennedy Clan | 7:53 p.m. David Herszenhorn The president’s speech hasn’t even started but a
sub-theme of his talk is already clear: do it for Teddy. Senator Edward M. Kennedy, the Massachusetts
Democrat who died of brain cancer last month, was a strong advocate for overhauling the health care system.

And Mr. Kennedy’s family will be at the Capitol tonight in a strong showing of support for Mr. Obama. Mr.
Kennedy’s widow, Victoria Reggie Kennedy will be sitting with the first lady, Michelle Obama. And Mr.
Kennedy’s children will be special guests of the House speaker, Nancy Pelosi. One son, Representative Patrick
Kennedy, a Rhode Island Democrat, would be in the chamber anyway.

Ted Kennedy, Jr. will be in the speaker’s box along with his sister, Kara Kennedy, and two

of Senator Kennedy’s grandchildren, Grace Kennedy Allen, 14, and Max Greathouse Allen, 12.

Mr. Obama is almost certain to pay tribute to Senator Kennedy in his speech. And with so many family members
in the audience the message is clear: health care is a legacy issue for

Mr. Kennedy, the former chairman of the Senate health committee.

Congress Mills About | 7:48 p.m. David Herszenhorn The Senate, led by Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr. is
arriving now in the House chamber. Mitch McConnell, the Republican leader, seems unusually chipper. Max
Baucus, the chairman of the Finance Committee and a leading architect of the health care legislation is smiling
tightly and shaking hands. (Here’s what Mr. Baucus had to say earlier today.)

Readers Seek Answers | 7:45 p.m. Katharine Q. Seelye We asked our readers yesterday to tell us what they
would like to hear President Obama say tonight.

The main thing is, they want him to be very specific about what he wants. In that, they are no different from
members of Congress, especially Democrats who are trying to defend his goals. From the excerpts of Mr.
Obama’s speech released so far, he is offering some specifics but they are not markedly different from what he
has said before.

Here’s what one reader wrote: “It’s not good enough to say that there will be no rationing when funding is
getting cut by hundreds of billions. It’s not believable if he says that we will pay for the healthcare for 47 million
people (at $10k/person, i/e. $470 billion/year x 10 years =$4.7 trillion) - and that this will be paid for by finding
‘efficiency’. Bah.”
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At the same time, some readers are fed up with numbers: “Keep it simple,” one advised. “If he starts pulling all
kinds of numbers out of the air I’'m going to be pulling my hair out.”

Clearly, President Obama is facing a tough audience tonight.

There are a couple of other common threads running through the comments. Many readers want to hear him
support a public option, which seems unlikely. Some think he should extend Medicare, which also seems
unlikely.

“President Obama should adhere to his moral pronouncements and do the right thing: a public option for
competition and universal coverage as a RIGHT, not a privilege, for those who can’t afford the premiums that
insurers impose,” another reader wrote.

Readers also like the idea of overhauling the malpractice insurance situation, an issue that has been raised
repeatedly at the town-hall-style meetings.

“Wherever I go, even avowed Democrats do not favor the current reform package,” wrote one reader. “They
want to see tort reform, more competition from the insurers themselves and less government.”

View From the Hill | 7:20 p.m.

In a preview from the Capitol, David Herszenhorn offers us the leadup to tonight’s speech on health care
reform:

Even before a few snippets of President Obama’s big speech on health care were released by the White House
on Wednesday evening, many lawmakers and staff members on Capitol Hill were in full battle mode.

Senator Charles E. Grassley of lowa, the senior Republican on the Finance Committee and a lead negotiator on
the health care legislation, issued a statement urging Mr. Obama to use his speech to promise that he will not
pursue a government-run health insurance plan.

“To start building the kind of legislation that could win the support of 70 to 80 senators, the President needs to
demonstrate that he’ll fight, through the end, for a proposal that reaches common goals without creating
government health care.”

Mr. Grassley also used his pre-speech statement to level blistering criticism at the versions of health care
legislation approved by the Senate health committee, and by three committees in the House of Representatives.

Democrats, meanwhile, sharpened their daggers and took aim at Representative Charles Boustany of Louisiana,
a former cardiac surgeon who was tapped to give the Republican response to Mr. Obama’s speech. The
Democrats circulated copies of a video in which Mr. Boustany seemed to support the so-called “birthers,”
whose claims about the legitimacy of Mr. Obama’s Hawaiian birth certificate have been largely discredited.

Democrats also pointed to malpractice suits brought against Mr. Boustany during his medical career (few
doctors are not sued), and distributed excerpts of interviews in which he seemed to make comments critical of
Republicans on the health care issue.

In terms of defining the camps, some Congressional Democrats and White House officials have expressed hope
that retiring Republican lawmakers might be more likely to sign on to compromise health care legislation. But
one of those departing Republicans, Senator George V. Voinovich of Ohio, lashed out even before Mr. Obama
had said a word:

“To date, many of his ideas have lacked vital details and have left me with more questions than
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answers. | am pleased that he has pledged to clear up the ‘ambiguity’ tonight, and I hope my
questions will finally be addressed.”

Mr. Voinovich also complained that Mr. Obama, in his public remarks on health care, rarely if ever mentions
medical malpractice lawsuits as a factor in the nation’s high health care costs — a criticism echoed by many
other Republicans. Details of the president’s plans were not revealed in early excerpts released by the White
House, but the advanced text indicates that he will try to appeal to those who have differed — sometimes
vehemently — with him:

“Well, the time for bickering is over. The time for games has passed. Now is the season for action.
Now is when we must bring the best ideas of both parties together, and show the American people
that we can still do what we were sent here to do. Now is the time to deliver on health care.

The excerpts also included a warning to some of the president’s opponents: “Know this. I will not waste time
with those who have made the calculation that it’s better politics to kill this plan than improve it. I will not stand
by while the special interests use the same old tactics to keep things exactly the way they are. If you
misrepresent what’s in the plan, we will call you out. And I will not accept the status quo as a solution. Not this
time. Not now.”

Many Congressional Democrats are extremely eager for Mr. Obama to express more specific preferences about
the health care legislation, which they believe may help to resolve some outstanding internal disagreements
among Democrats on many different issues. The excerpts suggest that Mr. Obama will deliver at least some
specifics as he outlines his plan for overhauling the health care system. But of course there is peril in getting too
specific, especially as negotiators in the Senate continue to work on a bipartisan compromise.

In the Capitol, the House chamber is ready. Security has been extra tight all day. And there will be special
guests, including Victoria Reggie Kennedy, the widow of Senator Edward M. Kennedy, sitting in the box with
the first lady, Michelle Obama. One of our White House correspondents, Sheryl Stolberg, listed others — some of
whom are ordinary citizens with health stories to tell — who will be seated with her tonight.

Mr. Obama has declared health care to be his top domestic priority, which arguably makes this the most
important speech since his inaugural address. Colleague Katharine Q. Seelye looked at other presidents and how
they’ve used joint addresses during times of crises, and some not.

In this speech, every phrase will be analyzed, every word scrutinized and the tenor of every rhetorical point
weighed carefully. (Minute by minute actually, with not only journalists but even the Cato Institute and the
Republican National Committee live blogging the speech, and with Democrats offering rapid response.)

The question, of course, is can Mr. Obama make the big sell, not just to Congress but to the American public.
Stay tuned.
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: Stephen Crowley/The New York
Times President Obama was greeted by members of Congress as he entered the House chamber.
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From 1 to 25 of 700 Comments

123 .. 28 Next »
1. 1. September 9, 2009 7:38 pm Link
Can we really believe anything a man says who’s credentials are NOT in order?
No!

— Glenn
2. 2. September 9, 2009 7:44 pm Link

“...whose claims about the legitimacy of Mr. Obama’s Hawaiian birth certificate have been largely
discredited.”

LARGELY? how about totally? is the times actually endorsing the birthers?
come on, now. when will the mainstream media start acting like journalists?

— Tim
3. 3. September 9, 2009 7:56 pm Link

The president will talk for about 45 minutes. He’ll try to bore his audience away. Why? What will he save
till last?

— Donald Johnson
4. 4. September 9, 2009 8:01 pm Link

I will not be characterized as some sort of radical for opposing this health care plan. I happen to sincerely
believe the government should not force anybody to buy insurance they can’t afford. I sincerely believe
the government should not promise subsidies it doesn’t have the money to deliver. I sincerely believe that
the plan should not encourage employers to check if workers have insurance from their spouse in making
hiring and lay-off decisions.

All those things are in the plan, Mr. President. I challenge anybody to prove those are misrepresentations.
I challenge anybody to prove this plan is better than the status quo.

This is not about your political future, President Obama. You are making decisions that adversely affect
my life, and I never got a seat at the table.

— B. Mull
5. 5. September 9, 2009 8:01 pm Link

Obama desperately needs something that cuts through the lies and exaggerations while at the same time
making reform important even to those who think they’re happy with their current situation. It will not be
easy...

http://www.political-buzz.com/

— matt
6. 6. September 9, 2009 8:02 pm Link
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Does Grassley really think that anyone believes that _any health reform bill proposed by any group of
Democrats could garner the support of “70 or 80" Senators? Please - how ignorant does he believe us to
be? If even two Republicans sign onto any health reform bill to come from the Democrats, I’ll be amazed.
The Republicans aren’t out to do what’s best for the country, but are only seeking to obstruct the
Democrats, with an eye towards 2010.

— Eggplant
7. 7. September 9, 2009 8:03 pm Link

The obstructionists have had their say. Let’s listen first. Speak second.

— MoeB
8. 8. September 9, 2009 8:05 pm Link

This is all about Obama not us. He’s great at reading from a teleprompter. Listen to what the people
want!!!!

— Bob
9. 9. September 9, 2009 8:07 pm Link

re B.Mull “This is not about your political future, President Obama. You are making decisions that
adversely affect my life, and I never got a seat at the table.”

You did get a seat at the table, it was called the 2008 presidential election and you lost.

— Stevie
10. 10. September 9, 2009 8:08 pm Link

The average Malpractice insurance premium for an OBGYN

is about $200,000. Will Obama take on the trial lawyers and propose tort reform and risk alienating these
big democrat donors? That would be a big boost for his chances to get something passed in Congress.
There is nothing in the 1000 page democrat house bills that even make mention of it. There is much
money to be saved in tort reform.

— fantasin
11. 11. September 9, 2009 8:10 pm Link

No honorable person can oppose health care reform in America!

— MoeB
12. 12. September 9, 2009 8:11 pm Link

It appears that Obama must be using Bill Clinton’s wristwatch. 10 minutes is a lot of lost ad revenue for
the networks and cable outlets.

— fantasin
13. 13. September 9, 2009 8:13 pm Link

If Obama demands a government option, Heathcare in 2009 is DOA.

— fantasin
14. 14. September 9, 2009 8:13 pm Link

14 of 27 9/10/2009 10:09 AM



Live Blogging the President’s Speech - Prescriptions Blog - NYTimes.com  http://prescriptions.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/09/09/1ive-blogging-the-pres...

15 of 27

15.

16.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

“I happen to sincerely believe the government should not force anybody to buy insurance they can’t
afford” (B. Mull, writing at 8:01 pm).

The government requires people to buy insurance in order to legally drive a car. Do you have a problem
with that?

— Joshua Barnes
15. September 9, 2009 8:14 pm Link

Sounds like everyone - Democrats and Republicans — will be disappointed in Mr. Obama’s speech this
evening.

— Ken P.
16. September 9, 2009 8:14 pm Link

Here we go with the same old, same old. I wonder what his teleprompter will tell him to say tonight

— Rick
17. September 9, 2009 8:15 pm Link

Obama is as much to blame as anyone for the scare tactics. He was unprepared to discuss the proposals at
the town hall meetings, providing only anecdotes and misinformation about doctors’ care and their fees.

Tonight, he needs to give facts regarding the hard costs of this plan to citizens. We cannot afford to permit
the deficit to soar any higher.

He won’t. but he should explain why he wanted to rush a health-care bill plan through before the August
recess and why he waited until now to spell out his preferences.

He also should let all know that any legislation will not be in effect until 2013—after the next presidential
election. That must be accidental, right?

— judithod
18. September 9, 2009 8:15 pm Link

I hope Obama can finally explain what he wants in heathcare reform after delegating the entire process to
congress and special interests.

— fantasin
19. September 9, 2009 8:17 pm Link

Yawn. I’ll be watching since I’m a political junkie, but the larger electorate has made up its mind (R’s &
D’s), or is still confused as to what the President really wants (Indy’s).

This speech should have been given months ago. Too little, too late.

— Mike
20. September 9, 2009 8:17 pm Link

Severe malpractice award limitations will create a moral hazard in the health care industry. Those of you
concerned about quality health care need to think through your political puppetry.

— MoeB
21. September 9, 2009 8:19 pm Link
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Starts by establish credibility by implying economic stimulus has helped stop the recession.
Politicians have had nothing to do with the recent bull market. Indeed, they’ve made things worse.

— Donald Johnson
22. 22. September 9, 2009 8:19 pm Link

Repubs sit on the first applause line.

— Donald Johnson
23. 23. September 9, 2009 8:21 pm Link

I believe that health care should be very limited and provide for the basic needs only. I believe it should
be provided to all children untill they reach 18.

— Jerry cotner
24. 24. September 9, 2009 8:22 pm Link

Claims crisis. There is no crisis. Only 5 million to 10 million citizens are uninsured and can’t afford basic
health insurance or aren’t covered by government programs.

We’re the only country in the world that hasn’t made the mistake of turning health insurance and health
care over to politicians.

— Donald Johnson
25. 25. September 9, 2009 8:22 pm Link

Rising health insurance premiums are as unsustainable as rising housing costs proved to be. Insurance
carriers are as merciless as our Financial & Investment Sector.

— MoeB

123...28 Next »
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