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PROPONENTS of compul sory, government-designed health insurance can't seem to understand

why others disagree. Perhaps the public is realizing that these proposals are fundamentally about
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Health-care "reform," that is, aims to shift costs and benefits of health insurance from some groups
to others. And the losers are turning out to be less docile than politicians had hoped.

All the leading proposals involve massive redistribution from people with healthy lifestyles to those
who take more risks. As the Congressional Budget Office explained, "Premiums in the new
insurance exchanges would tend to be higher than the average premiums in the current-law
individual market . . . because the new policies would have to cover pre-existing medical conditions
and could not deny coverage to people with high expected costs for health care."

That is, because the politicians want
people who've already fallen ill to be able
to buy insurance at the same rates as
the healthy, rates would rise for
everyone who has insurance now. That's
why the bills would all force healthy
people to buy this overpriced insurance,
under threat of fines or prison.

There would also be redistribution from
people with employer-paid insurance
(particularly in risky jobs with high
premiums) to those who would be
induced to shun such benefits in order to
qualify for taxpayer subsidies.

By far the largest redistribution, however,
is from those on Medicare to those who'd
become newly eligible for Medicaid or
federal subsidies.

The major proposals, the AARP Bulletin
explains, "include around $500 billion in
savings carved from future growth in
Medicare spending over a 10-year
period."

Even in the Obama era, $500 billion is a
lot. Yet we're supposed to believe that
less is somehow more -- that seniors will
benefit from these spending cuts. "The
Obama administration and congressional
leaders," intones a recent New York
Times editorial, "are hoping to save
hundreds of billions of dollars by slowing
the growth of spending in the vast and
inefficient Medicare system that serves
45 million older and disabled Americans.
The savings would be used to help offset
the costs of covering tens of millions of
uninsured people."

President Obama, in an Aug. 16 Times

op ed, made such redistribution seem easy and painless: "We'll cut hundreds of billions of dollars in
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Such ettorts to appease seniors are not working because they are transparently dishonest.
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