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Cutting bone: Sen. Max Baucus and other Democrats want to slash
$500 billion from Medicare.

Redistributing health
The public is catching on
By ALAN REYNOLDS
Last Updated: 10:41 AM, October 12, 2009

Posted: 4:59 AM, October 12, 2009

PROPONENTS of compul sory, government-designed health insurance can't seem to understand
why others disagree. Perhaps the public is realizing that these proposals are fundamentally about
redistributing health?

Health-care "reform," that is, aims to shift costs and benefits of health insurance from some groups
to others. And the losers are turning out to be less docile than politicians had hoped.

All the leading proposals involve massive redistribution from people with healthy lifestyles to those
who take more risks. As the Congressional Budget Office explained, "Premiums in the new
insurance exchanges would tend to be higher than the average premiums in the current-law
individual market . . . because the new policies would have to cover pre-existing medical conditions
and could not deny coverage to people with high expected costs for health care."

That is, because the politicians want
people who've already fallen ill to be able
to buy insurance at the same rates as
the healthy, rates would rise for
everyone who has insurance now. That's
why the bills would all force healthy
people to buy this overpriced insurance,
under threat of fines or prison.

There would also be redistribution from
people with employer-paid insurance
(particularly in risky jobs with high
premiums) to those who would be
induced to shun such benefits in order to
qualify for taxpayer subsidies.

By far the largest redistribution, however,
is from those on Medicare to those who'd
become newly eligible for Medicaid or
federal subsidies.

The major proposals, the AARP Bulletin
explains, "include around $500 billion in
savings carved from future growth in
Medicare spending over a 10-year
period."

Even in the Obama era, $500 billion is a
lot. Yet we're supposed to believe that

less is somehow more -- that seniors will
benefit from these spending cuts. "The
Obama administration and congressional
leaders," intones a recent New York
Times editorial, "are hoping to save
hundreds of billions of dollars by slowing
the growth of spending in the vast and
inefficient Medicare system that serves
45 million older and disabled Americans.
The savings would be used to help offset
the costs of covering tens of millions of
uninsured people."

President Obama, in an Aug. 16 Times
op ed, made such redistribution seem easy and painless: "We'll cut hundreds of billions of dollars in

 PRINT

 SHARE

 EMAIL

Sponsored Links

SECRET: White Teeth Trick

Dentists don't want you to know about THIS...
www.consumertipsweekly.net

Don't Pay for White Teeth

Read how a mom, used a trick, made her...
www.BradlyReport.com

Unemployed Mom Makes $77/Hr...

Jobless Mom makes $8,673/Month Part-Time!...
www.NewYorkGazetteNews.com/Finance

  Buy a link here  

NewsNewsNewsNews
Rude 'piggy'
Pol pushes to ban fish
pedicures
JFK hijacker behind
bars - after 40 yrs.

Home NYC Local Business Opinion Columnists Politics Metro US News World News Real Estate Weird But True Crime Lottery

Gossip Celeb Photos PopWrap

Page SixPage SixPage SixPage Six
See-through shot
Stephanie Seymour's
sensational divorce from Peter
Brant is...  

Teams High Schools Scores

SportsSportsSportsSports
Yanks in ALCS
MINNEAPOLIS -- Alex
Rodriguez wrapped his dock
rope of a left arm...  

TV Movies Events Travel

EntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainmentEntertainment
New Jacko song
AT THE stroke of midnight this
morning, more than three
months...  

 51 ° Today's Paper Login Register Classifieds Archives Home Delivery  

Redistributing health http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/redistributing_he...

1 of 2 10/12/2009 2:19 PM



Kosmos, Exxon in Deal for Ghan1.

Swine Flu Is Severe for Some, D2.

Dispute Raises Question of Caij3.

Levinson Leaves Google's Board4.

Debt, Unemployment Weigh on 5.

'Loner' French Nuke Physicist C
Ties

1.

N.Y. Police: Gay Man Beaten o
Hate Crime

2.

Chicago Cubs File for Bankrupt
Sale

3.

Pistol-Packing Pastor Quits to W4.

Bomb experts welcomed home1.

Remember the fallen2.

Cops conquer Hadrian's Wall3.

Postmaster's 'killers stole getawa4.

Chilly autumn has arrived5.

News: Business

Sports: Columnists

PageSix: Celeb Photos

Entertainment

Classifieds:

Multimedia:

Specials: Contests/Sweepstakes

POST SECTIONS

CUSTOMER CARE

Contact Us

FAQ

Today's Paper

Archives

Covers

Back Issues

Reprints

Sitemap

Help

SUBSCRIBE

Home Delivery

Daily Newsletter

E-Edition

Mobile

Widgets

RSS

User Services

ADVERTISING/PARTNERS

Media Kit

Parade Magazine

Coupons

Can't find what you're looking for? Try searching:  

NEW YORK POST is a registered trademark of NYP Holdings, Inc.
NYPOST.COM, NYPOSTONLINE.COM, and NEWYORKPOST.COM are trademarks of NYP Holdings, Inc.

Copyright 2009 NYP Holdings, Inc. All rights reserved. Privacy | Terms of Use

More in Videos

EMAILED VIEWED COMMENTED PLAYED

Most Most Most Most PopularPopularPopularPopular

See-through shot1.

Heart mender2.

Kid dies in 'drunken' car crash3.

Heiress quizzed in sex suits4.

Holiday crush5.

Barack Obama Congressional Budget Office AARP U.S. Senate
New York Times Company

waste and inefficiency in federal health programs like Medicare and Medicaid," he said.

Such efforts to appease seniors are not working because they are transparently dishonest.
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word2thewise
10/12/2009 12:38 PM

If they are willing to redistribute wealthy why not healthy too. Those who understand simply math
should know you can "save" $500 BILLION out of a program that is already going bankrupt. As
for the insurance changes maybe they will next have car insurance be sold to all at the same
price despite how many accidents or drunk driving arrest the person has. Insurance is about
dealing with financial risk not just paying the the bills these folks want to keep running up.
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TexKen
10/12/2009 7:36 AM

The inane chicanery of government has surpassed every form of acceptance. Where and to
whom do we apply to have these people removed for breaking their oathes of office like the
POTUS's below?
==========================================================
I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United
States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the
United States.
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