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The Ongoing Education Bailout
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Since 1970 federal spending on education per stuienskyrocketed. Increasingly, state and loogeghments
are turning to the federal government to balane& ttudgets and provide needed funds for education.

Jason Kuznicki, a research fellow at the Cato tinsgtjdiscussedhe chart below detailing federal spending
increases in education and the rather flat reswits the past few decade$here has been some backlash ove
significance of the numbers. What, after all, legsto these increases in federal spending? Spehiaation,
perhaps? And is the data itself simply not comgnsive enough to show whether or not increasesderél
spending have had any measurable effect on edoehperformance?
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Inflation-Adjusted Federal Spending Per Pupil and
Achievement of 17-Year-Olds, % Change since 1970
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But the larger story is that during those samesydaat the federal government has increased itdirfigrfor
education, state and local governments have beawreasingly dependent on the federal governneeshore u|
budgets, step in during a crisis, and keep therestl Look no further than the recent stimulus eyand the
bailout of the states. Many states could baredgasn their commitments to education budgets witliederal
padding. Is there any reason to think this wikioe next year? Next recession?

It's not so much that this is a serious problenhtrigow, either. The federal government is respdagir only
about8.3 percenf all public education spending. The problers li@ the future, as state and local governments
continue down the path of dependeng&lying more and more on the federal governmegptatoh them when the
fall, and of course doing whatever it takes to msike they qualify for the handouts.

While the feds may have a carrot and stick in mimdiat actually happens is that local school distrind state
governments begin to slack on their fiscal and atlonal commitments, and instead begin to focuthen
administrative task of getting more and more felda@ney. They don't look for ways to cut wastespending,
or increase productivity (except in the generic ey feds want them to), because they have the etarbailout
should things head south. This works in wonklartde-experts up top get to dictate the rules ofjrme, and the
poor saps at Joe Sixpack Elementary do what thégfdeand create a bunch of eight-year-old geniugag in

the real world it suffers from the constraints edlity — it becomes a game of standardized testsieldy
uniformity, and expensive red tape.

Once you lose your fiscal autonomy, you begin s lgour creative autonomy, too. It doesn’'t happagokly or
obviously, either. This sort of surrender is te thief in the night. It's a debtor’s surrender.
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“THE NEXT GOVERNOR
MUST HAVE A
SPINE OF STEEL,
KNOW WHAT SHE
BELIEVES AND
STICKS WITH IT."

- MEG WHITMAN
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INEWw Majority is growing faster than we
can keep up with. If you've ever dreamt
‘of getting David Frum coffee, researching
important breaking political news, or just
hanging out with us and complaining
about the current state of the GOP...

send your resume to editor@newmajority.com,

« frum scrum

http://lwww.newmajority.com/tt-ongoin¢-educatior-bailous 10/8/200!



The Ongoing Education Bailc Page5 of 10

o Frum on The Agenda:What's Right with the GOP

o Frum on MSNBC's Morning Joe: Conservatives Must Adopt to theModern World

o Frum on Marketplace: Preventing the Next FinancialCrisis

o Frum in Time on Irving Kristol

o Frum vs. Horowitz on Glenn Beck

o Frum on Marketplace: Four Simple Steps to HealthcaréReform

o Frum with Moyers on Healthcare

o Frum, Will, Krugman & Reichon Obamacare and theeconomy

o Frum on CNN: Is Obama Hitler?

o Frum vs. McArdle on Obesity, Healthcare &Hitler

o Frum vs. Conservatives:Quit Whining!

o Frum vs. Coulter on Palin

o Frum vs. Levy on Obama's Israel Policy

o Frum vs. Limbaughin "Newsweek"
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o GRATZER: Obama is Still Looking for a HealthcareStrateqgy

o FRUM: Obama Must Face Reality

o GOLDFARB: The Coming Doctor Shortage
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Reflectionson the Revolution in Europe

Chris Caldwell’s new book is at once urgent andlsyblarming and profound. Caldwell’s subject is
Muslim immigration to Europe. But is it really imgration? Immigration implies a departure from one
society and acceptance of another. But what ifrtiveigrant refuses to accept his new society’s naans
ways? more
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o Politico on Frum and NewMajority

o The Hill's A.B. Stoddard speaks withFrum
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CONSERVATISM THAT CAN WIN AGAIN

DAVID FRUM

AUTHOR OF DEAD KIGHT
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Read all ofGeoffrey Kabaservice'sRepublican profiletiere
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