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ST. CLOUD, MN - Yesterday we were in Mankato, MM €ollege town 80 miles southwest of
Minneapolis — where | happened to go to undergkaddm will do a more-extensive post about our time
in MN this Sunday but | wanted to share a bit alimyv much | was struck by how my views have
progressed in the past six years.

Sitting down to type this out | realize that thzsspcould very easily become lengthy, so I'll do bast
to resist that temptation. Instead, I'll leave tlegails for our book we plan to write after we g#tthe
road in a month (if we believe this story worthyaofew pages).

| graduated from MSU in the spring of 2003 withauble major in Law Enforcement and Ethnic
Studies and a minor in Sociology. | was presidémMi8U’s Alpha Phi Sigma chapter — the national
criminal justice honor society, an active membethef Ethnic Studies Student Organization, a member
of the group that represented students in my deygattto a college board and was part of a group tha
received a Volunteer of the Year award from thal@alvation Army location. (And | still had timerf
full course loads, the gym and metal shows in thenTCities.)

At that time | thought the best way | could makgoaitive impact would be through bringing new ideas
that respected rights and improved efficiency aadgparency to the law enforcement professionrAfte
doing ride-alongs with a number of police departtagtours of prisons, an internship with the SulPa
Police Department and personal reading, | feltgidj was very reactive, wasteful and focused on
victimless crimes. Yet, | believed that after grafitog | could become employed with a large police
department, work up the ranks and start making sdmages.
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I went to grad school for the same discipline. #tttime I'd already writtemff working for any feder:
law enforcement agency because | couldn’t agrele aviy of their mission statements. And after
continued thinking (thanks in large part to beicgve with a great group of fellow-libertarians on
campus) about how the criminal justice system wédancluded that | could not work for any police
department and | accepted a job offer with a pealfrveillance company.

But then, a couple of months prior to graduatiaceived an email response from the Cato Institute
regarding my application to intern there in theiggof 2005. | had been accepted.

| decided to give up the
stability the existing position represer and seize this opportunity. An¢s a decision’ve nevel
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regretted nor e experience | never stop appreciating (thank yogstél Slivinski, the-interr

coordinator at Cato, for selecting me and to mkddbr supporting me!!). After my time at Cato | sva
able to stay involved in the libertarian think tamé@rld in DC for the next four years — until Jasord |
decided to hit the road — thinking that we coulgéha bigger impact bringing this message of freedom
and responsibility to people via the Motorhome ®isi

Yesterday, when walking MSU’s campus with Adam daslon | realized just how much I've grown —
to become what | think is a more honest and maredqn. | dedicated years of my life to the formal
study of law enforcement, thinking that was thet beste to bring about positive change. Now |
advocate working outside the system entirely agldfinition, it relies on violence.

£ _lAs is clear, life is
unpredictable. | want to encourage everymrading this to take chances. To not just existdlive. Tc
think for yourself and live free and morally. Ag faw enforcement, | now believe that like any good
service, it could better be provided through vaduptinteractions. That the incentives inherent when
real competition exists is crucial to bettering lgyalowering cost and creating accountable. Faren
on this | encourage you to check out Buinciples ByWhich We Live post.
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