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I’m in Las Vegas for FreedomFest, which is sort of like summer camp for libertarians, small-

government conservatives, and others who don’t like a bloated and intrusive state. 

I’ll be talking about tax reform, the sharing economy, and strategies to constrain big government. 

One of the features of this 10th-anniversary meeting of FreedomFest is that the world’s top-100 

libertarians will be feted. You can see the entire list at NewsMax, but here’s the top 10. A very 

impressive collection. 

https://freedomfest.com/
https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2012/08/11/a-primer-on-the-flat-tax-and-fundamental-tax-reform/
https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2015/05/28/proven-reforms-to-restrain-leviathan-government/
http://www.newsmax.com/BestLists/libertarians-newsmax-freedomfest/2017/06/01/id/793510/


 

http://freedomandprosperity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FF-Top-100-Top-10.jpg


You’ll notice that Cato’s founder and former president is in the Top 10, but he’s not the only 

representative from the organization. 

The Cato Institute is justly recognized for being a principled and effective organization. 

So it’s no surprise that several of us are listed in the Top 100. 

 

https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2010/09/16/the-cato-institute-americas-best-think-tank/
https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2013/01/21/can-you-name-americas-most-effective-think-tank/
http://freedomandprosperity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FF-Top-100-Cato1.jpg


I’m honored to be on the list, though I wonder if I’m there because I’m noisy rather than 

competent. That being said, given the expansion of government under both Bush and Obama, I 

guess nobody would be on the list if it was based on achievements. We obviously need to do a 

better job as a movement. 

Here’s a photo from a casual dinner last night that included David Boaz (#15), Richard Rahn 

(#61), Barbara Kolm (#64), Veronique de Rugy (#84), and Deirdre McCloskey (#87). And yours 

truly (#38), of course. 

  

 

A rogue’s gallery of dissidents, for sure. 

Let’s close with some libertarian humor, courtesy of a future Top-100 libertarian who also is in 

Vegas for FreedomFest. 

https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2016/09/16/the-decline-of-economic-liberty-during-the-bush-obama-years/
https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/2017/04/10/new-video-shows-the-simple-recipe-for-poor-nations-to-become-rich-nations-in-spite-of-bad-advice-from-international-bureaucracies/
http://freedomandprosperity.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/FF-Top-100-Dinner.jpg


 

I’ll have to add this to my collection of pro-and-con libertarian humor. 

Daniel J. Mitchell is a senior fellow at the Cato Institute who specializes in fiscal policy, 

particularly tax reform, international tax competition, and the economic burden of government 

spending.  

https://danieljmitchell.wordpress.com/libertarian-humor-pro-and-con/
https://pbs.twimg.com/media/DFEaTZhW0AAq-bY.jpg

