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TWO AMERICAS

June 1, 2010 Posted by John at 7:10 PM

There are, indeed, two Americas: the increasingly straitened world of the private sector, where jobs
are competitive, money is scarce, and job security is, for many, nonexistent; and the lush world of
the government employee, where competition is more or less unknown, salaries and benefits often
double those available to private workers, retirement is ten or more years earlier than in the private
sector, and it may take a felony to get fired. This is the central economic conflict of our time,
between lavishly compensated and ever more gluttonous government employees, and wealth-
creating private citizens who are increasingly unable to support their public-sector masters in the
style to which they have become accustomed.

So this video by Dan Mitchell of the Cato Institute, titled "There are too many bureaucrats and they
are paid too much," couldn't be more timely. Here is just one remarkable set of numbers, showing
that federal employees now earn double the compensation of those in the private sector; click to
enlarge:

Here is the video:
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