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The American People Reject Big Government
by Dan Mitchell

According to a Washington Post story, Obama wants to be the anti-Reagan, a President who permanently
changes the American people’s attitude about big government. Obama’s efforts to make statism popular,
however, are not exactly working out as he hoped.

According to a new Washington Post-ABC poll, the American people have become much more libertarian
when asked if that want a bigger government with more services or a smaller government with fewer
services. But this is just part of the story. As David Boaz points out, more accurate polling data, which
mentions that bigger government also means higher taxes, reveals that support for small government
becomes even more pronounced. Here’s an excerpt from the Post story:

Could he restore confidence in government, even as he was proposing the biggest federal intervention in
the domestic economy in a generation? ...As Obama marks the first anniversary of his inauguration on
Wednesday, that question remains one of the most politically charged of his presidency — and central to
the politics of this election year — and will hinge on how Americans judge Obama and his policies. Will

the public conclude that his policies worked, however much they may cost and however much they may
entail more government intervention in the economy? Or will they regard his agenda as intrusive and
ineffective big government? What steps may Obama take to alleviate public discontent over these first-year
decisions? ...Obama receives mixed reviews for his first-year performance, according to a new Washington
Post-ABC News poll. His approval rating stands at 53 percent, with 44 percent disapproving. Among
independents, 49 percent approve, the lowest of any of his recent predecessors at this point in their
presidencies. ...The poll also shows how much ground Obama has lost during his first year of trying to
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convince the public that more government is the answer to the country’s problems. By 58 percent to 38
percent, Americans said they prefer smaller government and fewer services to larger government with
more services. Since he won the Democratic nomination in June 2008, the margin between those favoring
smaller over larger government has moved in Post-ABC polls from five points to 20 points.
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