
  

 

 
Local  

THE 3-MINUTE 
INTERVIEW - Neal McCluskey 
By: Keith St. Clair 
Examiner Staff Writer 
August 9, 2010 

Newly created national standards for math and reading are about to become the norm in American 
classrooms, and many people are saying they're superior to current state standards. McCluskey, 
associate director of Cato's Center for Educational Freedom, doesn't believe the hype. 

So what's your hang-up? 

The standards that have been put forth might end up being better than what some states have, but people 
forget that they'll be subject to the same political forces that caused the current state standards to be 
dumbed down. We've seen over and over again that when standards are hard to meet, rather than 
pushing kids over the high bar, they lower the bar. There's no reason to believe that the forces that have 
done that at the local level won't do it at the national level. 

What forces? 

Ordinarily, they're the people employed by the public school system -- the teachers unions, 
administrative associations, people whose livelihoods are invested in the system. 

Could anything stop the dumbing down? 

No. As long as the government is creating the standards, and attaching money to the adoption of the 
standards, they will be dumbed down. People will be told that these standards are good, and you should 
adopt them, but no one pays attention to the political system and what it will do to them in time. 

Anything you do like that's going on in public education? 

Because I define public education as more than traditional public schools, but as public access to quality 
education, there is good news. School choice is continuing to grow -- there are more voucher programs, 
more tax credit programs, and more kids in more charter schools than we had 10 years ago, much less 20 
years ago when we didn't have any of those things. Parents and taxpayers are demanding, more and 
more, that parents have choice in their children's education. That's a positive development. 

-- Leah Fabel 

[Print]  [Email]        Share    

Page 1 of 6THE 3-MINUTE INTERVIEW - Neal McCluskey | Washington Examiner

8/9/2010http://www.printthis.clickability.com/pt/cpt?action=cpt&title=THE+3-MINUTE+INTERVI...



 

 

More from Keith St. Clair 

 THE 3-MINUTE INTERVIEW - Neal McCluskey  
 THE 3-MINUTE INTERVIEW - Joe Householder  
 The 3-minute interview: Yale Scott  
 THE 3-MINUTE INTERVIEW - Steven Worth  
 The 3-minute interview: Bill Keaggy 

 

 
Clifton parents file suit against Fairfax School Board 

Parents of Clifton Elementary School students have filed a lawsuit against the Fairfax County School 
Board. The suit, filed Friday in the Fairfax Circuit Court,  alleges the... 

—Markham Heid 
Three in custody, four hurt after Metro station fight 

Three people have been taken into custody and at least four were hurt after a fight involving some 70 
people broke out Friday at a Metrorail station. At about 11 p.m., Metro... 

—David Sherfinski 
Two charged with murder in quadruple killing 

Two people have been arrested and charged with first-degree murder in a quadruple killing that claimed 
the lives of two young children, their mother, and their aunt, Prince... 

—David Sherfinski 
More Capital Land posts... 
 

 
 

 
Does campaign cash or hard work make the difference for state elections? 

I have received emails from both County Executive Candidate Joanna Conti and Delegate Candidate 
Judd Legum asking for money...more money...like now...because they want to get as... 
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—Paul Foer 
Maryland's third congressional district candidates keep commentators on their toes 

Maryland's Third is one of the most convoluted and twisting pieces of geography outside of Patagonia. It 
includes parts of BAltimore and sort of snakes through central... 

—Paul Foer 
Ted Loza reported stumping for Jim Graham targeting Hispanic businesses 

The Tweet from user @weaverwardone showed up in the Twitter feed Wednesday midday, timestamped 
12:20 PM Aug 4th. @weaverwardone is the official account of Bryan Weaver’s... 

—John Vaught LaBeaume 
More Local OpinionZone posts... 
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