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challenge to the district's restrictive handgun law. He recruited several plaintiffs, including a private
security guard named Dick Heller, to file a lawsuit claiming that the law infringed on their
constitutionally protected rights to keep handguns at home.

In a 5-4 decision, the court ruled in favor of Heller and said that "the right of the people to keep and
bear arms" protects "the inherent right of self-defense."

Justice Antonin Scalia, who wrote the majority opinion, said that the 2nd Amendment is not limited
to state militias, as those in favor of restrictive gun laws often argue.

Justice John Paul Stevens wrote in his dissenting opinion that the court's decision opened
gun-control measures around the country to attacks. "I fear that the district's policy choice may well
be just the first of an unknown number of dominoes to be knocked off the table," he wrote.

For more on the new 2nd Amendment case, watch latimes.com for stories by our Supreme Court
expert, David G. Savage. Or, for a more partisan view, check out Chicago Gun Case, a website run
by the case's plaintiffs and updated regularly.

-- Kate Linthicum

Every American has the right to Twitter updates about every new Ticket item. Click here to register. Or
follow @latimestot
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