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The early-morning news Friday that U.S. PresidearaBk Obama had won the Nobel Peace Prize baffitdthe
White House and its critics, encouraging the persig allies and frustrating those who believehilgg honor was
prematurely bestowed.

White House Press Secretary Robert Gibbs, who biekeews to Obama in a wake-up telephone catiallyi reacted
with one word inan e-mail to CBS News: "Wow."

In a much-delayed address from the White House Ba@sden, Obamasaid he was "surprised and deepiplbd" as
he also demonstrated recognition of widespreattiernt that the award was hastily conferred on @-month president.

"I know that throughout history, the Nobel Peaded’has not just been used to honor specific &ehient - it's also
been used asa means to give momentum to a saisgg;a Obama said.

"And that is why | will accept this award as al talaction --a call for all nations to confronetbommon challenges of
the 21st century," he added, citing climate changelear nonproliferation, war in Afghanistan dratj and the economic
crisis.

The Norwegian Nobel committee, which processed natiuns for the prize just two weeks after Obanuk toffice,
announced its decision as an affirmation of Obatiegaordinary efforts to strengthen internatiatiplomacy and
cooperation between peoples.”

In what has been read as an indirect criticismooher President George W. Bush's foreign policg,Nlobel committe
said of Obama: "His diplomacy is founded in thaazpt that those who are to lead the world mustadon the basis of
values and attitudes that are shared by the majfrthe world's population.”

Obama included this message in his statement ealleel the award "an affirmation of American leatip on behalf
of aspirations held by people in all nations."

Obama allies were quick to cite the award as atheadorsementof the president's foreign policyndge

"It validates the president's approach to toughsinational challenges such as global warmingtamdpread of
nuclear arms," Howard Berman, chairman of the ddtereign Affairs Committee, said in a statement.

"And it celebrates his steady efforts to improvaekica's standing around the world," he added.

While Obama supporters are delighted by an awanyl @he using as a political boost, conservativesticizing the
Nobel committee for politicizing the award and hong a leader without citing concrete accomplishta

Roger Pilon, vice president for legal affairs & @ATO Institute, called the conferral a "furtidenigration of the

award" and indicative of a bias against Repubficamo have watched former President Jimmy Cademer Vice
President Al Gore, and now Obama receive the a
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"There's nothing wrong with hope, but one woute lio see hopebased on a realistic view of thedraomd many of us
think Obama lacks precisely that," Pilon said.

Former Bush administration spokesman Pete Sedboadtthat theWhite House would have to walk #iedlilt
tightrope" in reacting to the Nobel.

"He can't look too excited knowing he hasn't hayl measurable foreign policy accomplishment arntti@same time it
is difficult for him to turn the award down and ackvledge critics that believe his first year inicéfhasn't amounted to
much," Seat wrote to Kyodo News.

Stephen Hess, a Brookings Institution scholar wémderved under four presidents of both majoripaliparties,
applauded the White House for a measured readitimetdecision of an unpredictablecommittee, sagibgma "said
exactly what he should have said andin some waysitly thing that he could have said."

As for early predictions that Obama might turn daiwa award, Hess called the prospective move Vilhaind that it
"never entered my mind that he would do that."

Pilon, who held senior posts in former Presidentd&d Reagan's administration, advised to "apprdastwith caution
because it lends itself so easily to ridicule.”

Pilon cited a satirical column published onlingtie WashingtonPost in which Roger Cohen -- echtfiegsentiments
of many conservatives joked, "the Pulitzer Prize for Literature wentformerRepublican vice presidential nominee) S
Palin for her stated intention 'to read a book siaye"

While some warn against inflating the honor of ObanMNobel, Hess observed that critics should gagainst counter-
productive denigration.

"They have to be fairly skillful because they cmnoverboard," Hess said. "It is, after all, indily an honor to the
Americanpeople because we chose this president."
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