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A Russian think tank alleges that climate-change data obtained from that country have been

cherry-picked to overstate a rise in temperatures. With Russia accounting for a large portion of

the world's land mass, incorrect data there could affect the analysis of global temperatures.

The Institute of Economic Analysis, an independent Moscow-based organization, issued the

report Tuesday. It was titled, "How Warming Is Being Made: The Case of Russia."

It alleged that England's Hadley Centre for Climate Change and the Climate Research Unit at

the University of East Anglia, the U.K.'s two top climate research outfits, had improperly

selected climate data from Russia.

The Hadley Centre has issued a statement saying it was impossible for them to have tampered

with the data. The same statement conceded possible flaws, but these were due to "the limited

availability of Northern Hemisphere high latitude observations." It further claimed that its data

may actually have underestimated the warming trend in Russia.

Climate Fallout

The Russian study is part of the "climategate" fallout regarding the e-mails and other data

leaked from the CRU last month. Some of the information appeared to show top climate

scientists expressing private doubts about their data and in other cases tweaking them to

bolster warming claims.

The leaked data reignited debate over global warming science. Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla.,

ranking Republican on the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee, has demanded a

hearing into the leaked data.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa Jackson, during a press conference to

announce that the agency now had the authority to regulate greenhouse gases on its own,

disputed that the leaks showed any need to reexamine the underlying science.

In the wake of the controversy the CRU and Hadley Centre placed some of their previously

private climate data in the public domain. The IEA study examines the data as they pertain to

warming in Russia.

The entire study has not been officially translated into English but institute president Andrei

Illario-nov discussed the findings with IBD. He also wrote a summary of them for the free market

Cato Institute, where he is a senior fellow.

According to Illarionov, an analysis of the climate data shows that the data in Russia came from

just 25% of the country's meteorological stations and missed about 40% of the country's land

mass.

The chosen stations tended to be the ones closer to large population centers, which tend to be

warmer.

"(The report) is an analysis of what stations have been used, what stations have not been used

and, based on this analysis, it looks like the real actual temperature dynamics ... in Russia, that

is the increase in warming, have been artificially increased by 0.64 degrees Celsius," Illarionov

told IBD.
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Russia accounts for 12.5% of the world's total land mass, he notes, and argues that this calls

for a reevaluation of United Nations' Intergovernmental Panel of Climate Change's finding that

the global temperature rose 0.76 degrees Celsius over the last century.

"The IEA report concludes that it is necessary to recalculate all global temperature data in order

to assess the real rate of temperature change during the last century. Global temperature data

will have to be modified because the calculations used by Copenhagen Conference on Climate

Change analysts are based on (Hadley-CRU) research," Illarionov wrote in his Cato posting.

William Yeatman, climate policy analyst for the free-market Competitive Enterprise Institute,

notes that outside examination of the CRU and Hadley Centre data has only just begun.

"If (the Russians) have isolated some sketchy scientific practices, chances are they going to

isolate some more," he said.

Hadley Defends Data

In a statement e-mailed to IBD, the Hadley Centre disputed claims that there had been any data

manipulation.

"The World Meteorological Organisation (sic) chooses the set of stations designated as

essential climate stations that have been released by the Met Office," the statement read.

It further stated: "These are evenly distributed across the globe and provide a fair

representation of changes in global average temperature over land. We do not choose these

stations and therefore it is impossible for the Met Office to fix the data."

The same statement also said the overall data were limited by the lack of the high latitude

observations. Dave Britton, spokesman for the Met Office, the U.K.'s top climate organization,

which includes the Hadley Centre, said that despite these limitations they had "every

confidence" in the data. The IEA's claim that they only use a percentage of the Russian climate

data available misses the point, he says.

"If we use every single piece of temperature data that is available then we would probably

suggest that the (Russian) warming would actually be greater," Britton said. They don't use all

data, he explains, because they must be quality-controlled, taken from reliable sources and

"consistent with other temperature data sets."

He added that the Met Office would publish all underpinning station data as soon as it can. That

may take a while though because those data come from climate centers in many different

countries, some of which may not be willing to give up their intellectual property.

The IEA's Illarionov has had a colorful, high profile career in Russia. A former top economic

adviser to former President Vladimir Putin, he quit in late 2005, criticizing the government for

backsliding on democracy.

He subsequently founded the IEA and is now identified with Russia's political opposition. He is

also a longtime critic of global warming claims.

"Illarionov is a notorious climate change skeptic," said Samuel Charap, Russia scholar at the

liberal Center for American Progress. "He is a serious economist, but he has some very strong

opinions."
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