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Operation Homefront helping on the tech
front

Operation Homefront last week delivered
more than 40 new laptop computers to
wounded servicemen and their families at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center and Fort
Belvoir. This...

LOCAL

[Print] [Email] [ SHARE wf 187 2

Memorial Day focuses attention on sacrifices, despite war

fatigue

By: BILL MYERS

Examiner Staff Writer

May 30, 2010

When the United States suffered its 1,000th
fatality in the Iragq war, protesters took to the
streets, editorialists raged and the nation's
political leadership argued over the direction of
the war.
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Vincent Gray

The D.C. Council Chairman won the backing
of both the police and firefighters' union
Thursday in his bid to unseat Mayor Adrian
Fenty. The support of the public safety
unions...
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Prince William historic site 1i
free admission

A historic site in Prince Williary
offering free admission to act

. personnel and their family ovu
Vietnam War veteran Lance Evans The Brentsville Courthouse He

plays bagpipes at Arlington National .
Cemetery near the grave of his father,
Roy Evans, who served in World War |1
and the Korean War. (Andrew
Harnik/Examiner)

On Friday, the Associated Press released an
account of what is believed to be the U.S.'s
1,000th fatality in Afghanistan. The news
passed largely without comment.
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Memorial Day traditionally focuses Americans

on the sacrifices of those who fought in the
nation's wars. But as this Memorial Day

approaches, some are wondering whether the o )
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nation's attention is wandering from the wars in
Irag and Afghanistan.

"I think there's a little bit of war fatigue," Cato
Institute analyst Malou Innocent told The 96

. . . . . recent pOStS
Washington Examiner. "l think it is tragic that
more Americans aren't focused on the war in
Afghanistan."
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Celebrating Memorial Day weekend in the
Shenandoah Valley

As our region pauses to pay tribute on
Memorial Day weekend to the troops who
have died defending our freedoms, giving
the ultimate sacrifice for our nation, many
will also...

Latest update: 16 min ago

Team Lipstick DC rocks their
first training camp in Lake
Anna, Virginia. Their first race
is June 20 atthe DC Trill!
http://bit.ly/ctm QLj

Brookings Institution analyst Michael O'Hanlon
said he sees Americans becoming more stoic
after a decade of war -- "a gradual hardening in Lynn Mitchell
the national psyche," as he puts it. But he said
he also thinks there's some political algebra

involved.

Cardboard cutouts and the local burning

man community

Come Memorial Day weekend, many local

Burners from the mid-Atlantic and beyond,

will head to Delaware for a bi-annual event

called Playa del Fuego. Or, if you're in the...
Jessie Newburn
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"There's a form of strategic wait-and-see,"

O'Hanlon said. "That won't last because

What is Scan?
certainly there's a lot of people in Congress

who are nervous about this war, who think it could be Obama's Vietnam."

Many of the ordinary people bearing the heaviest burdens of the U.S. wars in Iraq
and Afghanistan sense an ambivalence in their fellow Americans as Memorial Day
approaches.
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More key lime pie, please.

| found myself pleasantly seated, served

and sated at last week’s soft opening of the

Stanford Grill in Columbia, Md. See, | was

part of a blogger posse that had been...
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Paul Czaplicki had to bury his stepson, Army Sgt. John "Kyle" Daggett, in 2008.

Free Report Reveals How
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From this... To THIS!

He said he has gotten "overwhelming" support from family and friends, but
concedes that he's troubled by people who "go through life like [Memorial Day] is a
three-day holiday. That gets a little bit annoying," he said.

Scientific studies
have proven this one
nutrient is effective
at eliminating rogue
calcium from plaque,

For Army Capt. Scott Smiley, though, Memorial Day was to be celebrated. Blinded
in a suicide bomb attack in 2005, Smiley was on his way from West Point to D.C.

. . . I . causing clogs to
to participate in a six-day bike ride to help raise money for other wounded soften and be safely
veterans. flushed away!

Click Here: This Free Report Could

I'm proud to have served and I'm glad to have given to my country," he said. Save Your Life!

Stacey Pollack, a psychologist who treats traumatized vets at a Veterans
Administration clinic in D.C., says many Americans have been directly touched by
the war through a relative on active duty, or in National Guard or reserve units
activated for Iraq or Afghanistan. That has created a national bond with today's
veterans missing in some previous conflicts, she said.

"l was on an airplane recently, and someone gave his first-class seat to someone
who was in uniform," she said. "By knowing so many people in the wars, you
realize that anybody can be wounded in a conflict."

Still, families of some those killed in the ongoing wars said they recognized the
growing war-weariness.

"We've been coming down to Washington regularly on Memorial Day for 15, 20
years," said Vietnam veteran Michael Romanczuk, whose son, Daniel, is currently in
the Marine Corps. "And do the crowds get any smaller? It seems like they do."

He added: "We're still engaged. We're still involved."
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Others sought a measure of empathy, and a recognition of sacrifice, from their
fellow Americans on Memorial Day.

MOST POPULARSTORIES

Obamacare taking on water
Mark Tapscott: Will journalists wake up in time to

Sheryl Mclivaine, of Purcellville, Va., was planning to bring her two children, Michael
and Alexa, to Arlington National Cemetery on Monday to visit the grave of her

husband, Marine Sgt. James Mcllivaine.

"The only thing | ask, if you go to the barbecues, just pause for a moment,"
Mcllvaine said. "Try to remember what Memorial Day is for."
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