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Two countries, two missions, one war president. Even as Barack Obama announced the on-schedule end 
of combat operations in Iraq, a USA Today/Gallup poll showed sharp decline in public support for his 
Afghanistan policies. 

At Politics Daily, Sarah Wildman writes why the nominal end to the Iraq war has been met with such 
apathy. For his part, Time.com's Joe Klein says there is no such thing as "victory" in Iraq -- and never 
will be. 

At The New York Post, Ralph Peters wonders whether Obama still can lose Iraq . The Huffington 
Post's Chris Weigant says coverage of Obama's address Monday in Atlanta to the Disabled Veterans of 
America left out some very important context. 

On the Afghanistan front, The Washington Post's Eugene Robinson is finding the administration's 
statements tougher and tougher to swallow. At the Cato Institute blog, Malou Innocent also picks at 
the president's "fairly modest" description of American goals in that troubled nation. 

Also worth reading:
 

-- Chicago Tribune: Out of Iraq
 

-- Stephen Kinzer: Why Iraq vets' fate is worse than that of Vietnam vets 

-- Bob Herbert: Death toll grinds on with our war misadventures 

-- Room for Debate: Getting the troops out of Iraq 
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Obama wasn't on an aircraft carrier in flight gear, but the honesty of his declaration 

of "end of combat operations" is comparable to Bush's. So now we'll have 50,000 

fully armed troops in Iraq - and God knows how many mercenary goons - instead 

of the 65,000. Mission accomplished.
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The problem with our current wars is that we entered them seeking only revenge  
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There was no other goal.  

 

We did not enter into war with Afghanistan to aid the Afghani people. We did not 

invade Iraq to make that country safe for democracy. We went to war to extract 

revenge for 9-11.  

 

After 9-10 years of trying to make these countries say they were sorry for 9-11, we 

are nowhere near any sort of resolution. And no one can tell me what a successful 

resolution would look like. Occupying foreign nations is not our goal. Nation 

building is not our goal. The safety of the Afghani and Iraqi people is not the goal. 

The only goal is to punish those responsible. 

 

No amount of military might will make the people of these countries see America as 

their friends and allies. And since it is antithetical to American values to kill and 

cleanse the native populations of these nations, all we can do now is declare victory 

and leave.  

 

Or we could keep our troops there forever and keep spending $10 billion a month 

expecting everything to suddenly change. I say declare victory and give the troops 

home.
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