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Nolan Finley from the Detroit News has some very specific

observations about recent polling on health care and why

Americans don’t trust the President or Congress to reform health

care:

“Despite the president’s “Don’t worry, trust

me” assurances that the reforms will deliver

universal coverage with superior care and at a

lower cost without disrupting current coverage,

more than half of Americans aren’t buying —

and it’s not because they’re frightened by

Republican hainty tales. They know what snake

oil smells like.

“They don’t trust the cost estimates, and for

good reason. Taxpayers are being asked to

swallow the incredible claim that the cost of the

bill will be offset by savings gained from

efficiencies and taxes on the wealthy. But as

the Wall Street Journal notes, even confiscating

100 percent of the income of the truly rich

won’t raise enough revenue to pay for this bill.

And the New York Times reports most

analysts say the savings estimates are

unachievable.  [Read: pretend savings, as in
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let’s all pretend.]
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Big shock. Americans know this drill. In 1965,

Medicare Part A was estimated to cost the

nation $9 billion by 1990. Actual cost: $67

billion, according to the Cato Institute.

Similarly, in 1988, when a home health care

benefit was added to Medicare, the cost was

pegged at $4 billion. Actual: $10 billion. And

the Medicare Part D drug benefit doubled in

cost in the time it took to move from Congress

to the president’s desk.

Americans are also too familiar with how the

federal bureaucracy works to trust that
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government management of care won’t mean

more hassles and hardship. Most Americans

have had a least some contact with bureaucrats,

and it’s rarely pleasant. The House bill will

increase the frequency and intensity of those

contacts.

It sets up panels to dictate what procedures will

be covered, panels to choose who can deliver

the care, and panels to decide whether the

treatment is necessary.

Americans are asked to trust the bureaucracy to

be competent and compassionate at a time

when competence and compassion can mean

the difference between life and death.

Anyway they turn this bill, it still comes up

looking like a first step to a federal takeover of

health care.”
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