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History had the wrong number
By Cato Institute Senior Fellow Michael D. Tanner - 10/14/09 09:49 AM
ET

“When history calls, history calls,” Sen. Olympia Snowe said in

explaining her “yes” vote on the Finance Committee’s health care reform

legislation Tuesday.

Snowe is apparently under the impression that “history” was calling for

economy-crippling taxes, more debt for our children, and higher insurance

premiums for middle class Americans.

The bill crafted by Chairman Max Baucus is nothing but a tax-and-spend

bonanza that achieves less than half of what it claims at more than twice the

cost.  The real price tag, cleverly obscured by budgetary gimmicks that delay

some of the real cost and push much of the rest onto the private sector, is well

over $2 trillion.  The bill’s mandates upon insurers will almost certainly fall on

the shoulders of middle-class families in the form of sharply higher premiums. 

After all that, the bill will still leave 25 million Americans uninsured, and many

of the rest with lower-quality plans for which they will be paying more.

Worse, the bill will only become more expensive and more bureaucratic as it is

merged with the Senate HELP Committee bill and whatever bill ultimately

passes the House.

Sen. Snowe seems to believe that because this bill wasn’t as bad as it could have

been, that was good enough.  That’s what passes for “moderation” these days.

When history called Sen. Snowe, it apparently had a wrong number.

Add Comment

Name (required)

E-Mail (will not be published) (required)

Your Comments

GO TO THE HILL HOME »

MOST POPULAR STORIES

Lieberman opposes Baucus health bill

Sens: Snowe's healthcare vote puts her top

Commerce perch at risk

Optional health deal

Panel’s report threatens NASA’s mission

Watchdog comes back to bite Democrats

Home/News »  Most Viewed RSS Feed »

 
 

MORE HEALTHCARE HEADLINES

Why we're breaking with the Blue Dogs on the

public option (Rep. Jane Harman and Rep. Loretta

Sanchez)

Democrats using 'budget gimmicks' on healthcare

(Rep. John Shadegg)

Mandates and fines and jail sentences, oh my!

(Rep. John Shadegg)

More Healthcare Headlines »

 Healthcare News RSS feed »
 
 

CONGRESS BLOG TOPICS

 Campaign »  Judicial »

 Civil Rights »  Labor »

 Economy & Budget »  Lawmaker News »

 Education »  Politics »

 Energy & Environment »  Presidential Campaign »

 Foreign Policy »  Religious Rights »

 Healthcare »  Technology »

 Homeland Security »  The Administration »

History had the wrong number - The Hill's Congress Blog http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/63011-history-had-the-...

1 of 3 10/14/2009 10:25 AM



Submit Comment Clear

CAPITAL LIVING

Gossip: In the

Know

Cover Stories

Food & Drink

Announcements

All Capital Living

VIDEO

HillTube

RESOURCES

Mobile Site

White Papers

Classifieds

Order Reprints

Last 6 Issues

Outside Links

CONTACT US

Advertise

Reach Us

Submitting Letters

Search TheHill.com  

The Hill Archives: Senate | House | Administration | Campaign | Business &

Lobbying | Capital Living | Opinion

View News by Subject:

Defense & Homeland Security | Energy & Environment | Healthcare | Finance &

Economy | Technology | Foreign Policy | Labor | Transportation & Infrastructure

CONGRESS BLOG ROLL

Capital Games

Daily Kos

DCCC

DNC

Drudge Report

DSCC

Judicial Watch

NRCC

NRSC

Political Animal

RNC

The ChamberPost

The Corner

The Huffington Post

The Note

The Plank

COLUMNISTS

Markos Moulitsas

GOP’s Pelosi

tack doomed

David Keene

Nobel

Committee a

fraud

Dick Morris

High price of

Obamacare

Brent Budowsky

The Obama

presidency

More Columnists »

Get latest news from The Hill

direct to your inbox, RSS reader

and mobile devices.

Enter Email Address  

History had the wrong number - The Hill's Congress Blog http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/63011-history-had-the-...

2 of 3 10/14/2009 10:25 AM



Home/News News by Subject Blogs Business & Lobbying Technology Opinion Capital Living Jobs Special Reports Resources

Home | Privacy Policy | Terms & Conditions | Contact | Advertise | RSS

The Hill 1625 K Street, NW Suite 900 Washington DC 20006 | 202-628-8500 tel | 202-628-8503 fax

The contents of this site are © 2009 Capitol Hill Publishing Corp., a subsidiary of News Communications, Inc.

History had the wrong number - The Hill's Congress Blog http://thehill.com/blogs/congress-blog/healthcare/63011-history-had-the-...

3 of 3 10/14/2009 10:25 AM


