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By Matthew Rusling

WASHINGTON, March 15 (Xinhua) -- Civil libertarians in the United States are raising eyebrows over
a plan to implement worker ID cards that lawmakers said would prevent businesses from hiring
illegal immigrants.

Opponents said the cards mark the latest episode of an ongoing trend of increasing government
intrusiveness that began with the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on Washington and New York.

Under the plan, carrying the card would be mandatory for all U.S. citizens and applying for a job
would mean presenting it to an employer. The card would contain biometric information, such as
fingerprints or an electronic scan of veins on the card holder's hands.

Sens. Chuck Schumer, D-NY, and Lindsey Graham, R-SC, are pushing the plan.

"We've all got Social Security cards. They're just easily tampered with. Make them tamper proof.
That's all I'm saying," Graham told the Wall Street Journal.

While a system called E-Verify already exists to enable employers to check whether employees can
legally work in the United States, Schumer told the Journal the system was ineffective and that he
believed his plan would work better.

Schumer wrote in his 2007 book "Positively American" that the card would make it easier for
employers to avoid hiring illegal immigrants and lead to a dearth of jobs for undocumented workers
that would ultimately stop illegal immigration.

But critics said the plan amounted to the implementation of a national ID card, a concept many
Americans view with a suspicious eye and at odds with opponents' view of the proper role of
government.

Chris Calabrese, legislative council at the American Civil Liberties Union, said in a statement that
the card could wrongly disqualify workers from obtaining employment because of mistakes in
government databases, problems with fingerprints or the equipment that reads them. Not being able
to compile the necessary documentation in time could also cost workers a job.

Civil libertarians also contend the push for the card marks the latest in a long list of what they view
as increasing government invasiveness. One of many additional examples is the Combined DNA
Index System, a database that collects DNA information, said Jim Harper, policy analyst at the Cato
Institute.

The database began as a collection point for the names of those who have been convicted of
serious, violent crimes, but later morphed into a database in which the names of those who have
committed less serious crimes are catalogued, he noted.

And in the realm of national security, warrantless wiretapping, which began under the Bush
administration, continues under the administration of President Barack Obama, he noted.

The attacks of Sept. 11, 2001 played a significant role in public acceptance of what some call
increased government curtailing of individual liberties, to which people are ready to agree if they
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think the measures make them safer, some civil libertarians contend.

"That has got a lot of people willing to accept supposed security measures much more than they
would in the past,” he said.

But opponents of the workers ID card said this time was different, and that Sens. Graham and
Schumer would be hard pressed to pass their legislation, as it would elicit the most criticism from
those they were targeting for support -- conservatives with an anti illegal immigration streak.

"The people who worry about illegal immigrants are the same people that hate the idea of a national
ID card," said James Carafano, policy analyst at the Heritage Foundation, a think tank.

Proponents said it was not unlike providing biometrics information to obtain a drivers license or
passport. But critics countered that obtaining those documents was a voluntary action.

"People are really going to see that as a step over the line -- that in order to have a job in America
you have to register with the government," Carafano said.

A number of countries worldwide require citizens to hold national identity cards or booklets, although
not all require the holder to carry the document on their person.

Harper said that Sen. Schumer believed the loudest conservatives and tea partiers were the
audience that was most important to galvanize. While many conservatives have voiced strong
disapproval of illegal immigration, many others of the same political leaning would be strongly
opposed to a worker ID card.

"l think it's a real miscalculation about where the country is with a national ID," he said.
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