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Nuke summit cost
taxpayers several million dollars

By: Bill Myers
Examiner Staff Writer
May 10, 2010

President Obama's nuclear summit will cost taxpayers nearly
$4.4 million for overtime costs alone, the Washington
Examiner has learned.

D.C. police, firefighters, paramedics and dispatchers racked up
nearly 52,000 hours of overtime during the April summit that
brought dozens of world leaders to discuss nuclear
disarmament.

The overwhelming majority of the extra pay hours were Police vehicles are in place at the
chalked up to the police department. Cops were paid for more ~ Walter E. Washington Convention
than 49,000 hours of overtime for a $4.3 million tab, figures Center in D.C. on April 11 in

kept by the city finance office show. preparation for Nuclear Security
Summit. (AP photo)

The District's taxpayers are on the hook for the extra charges so far. But the White House has already
promised to reimburse the city for the costs, finance office spokesman David Umansky said. That would
disperse the charges among federal taxpayers.

That's cold comfort for critics like the libertarian Cato Institute's Jim Harper, who says that the wire
fences, barricades and armed motorcades often make him feel like he's living in a garrison state.

"Threat inflation is good for government,” he said. "The citizens of the District are regarded as inert
objects for the government to push around for its benefit. These people are supposed to working for us."”

When a 68-year-old cyclist was killed by a National Guard truck that was part of the summit's security
detail, some critics say it was a perfect metaphor for D.C.'s colonial status.

"The White House and Congress can stick anything to the District,” D.C. Statehood/Green Party
spokesman Scott McLarty said.
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A White House spokeswoman declined comment, referring calls to the Secret Service. Secret Service
spokesman Malcolm Wiley said his agency "always take[s] a measured approach™ and tries "to make the
footprint as small as it can be" but the nuclear summit was a massive event and the margins for error
were small.

"There were nearly 50 heads of state and heads of government in one place for this event,” he said. "It's
not something that happens very often in D.C."

The nuclear summit was a public relations coup for Obama but many in the District resented the
disruption. The neighborhoods around the District's convention center were covered in wire fences,
Metro service was canceled, and streets were blocked while motorcades swarmed around the capital.

bmyers@washingtonexaminer.com

Overtime for nuclear summit

» Dispatchers -- 120 overtime hours, $7,482
» Firefighters and paramedics -- 2,162 hours, $69,171
» Police officers -- 49,339 hours, $4.3 million

Source: D.C. finance office
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= Local Opinion Zone

You'd think May’s National Bike Month could be a time for celebration; not if you’re the regional office
of AAA

Since Mayor Adrian Fenty was elected in 2006, cycling in the District has improved by leaps and
bounds. The District’s Department of Transportation has undergone something...

—Martin Austermuhle
Alleged UVa. lacrosse murder details emerge in court

It wasn't supposed to end like it did. George Huguely V, 22, and Yeardley Love, 22, standout athletes
from Maryland who played lacrosse for the University of Virginia, were...

—Lynn Mitchell
Guns and Voting Rights reveal new cracks in the District

It's been over a week since the Democratic leadership in the U.S. House scuttled D.C. voting rights.
Much has already been bleated about this. (Washington CityPaper's "Loose...

—John Vaught LaBeaume
More Local Opinion zone posts...
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Breaking News

Huguely allegedly attacked another male U.Va. student

Charlottesville police are investigating accounts that... Full story
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Sports

Westwood takes early Sawagrass lead; Tiger 9 back

Lee Westwood tries to peak for the biggest tournaments.... Full story
Local

Conagress gets earful on Bay restoration strateqgies

Members of Congress heard proposals Thursday on how... Full story
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