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The push for climate legislation has bolstered an a
vironmentalists, raising the hopes of liberal activ
lasting and influential relationship between green

The Blue Green Alliance -- a collaboration of six u
mental groups -- arrives after decades of intermitt
jor disputes.

"Both of these movements have realized they really
what they want," said J. Timmons Roberts, a Brown U
written on labor-environmental coalitions.

The Sierra Club and the United Steelworkers, after
formally launched the alliance in 2006. The effort
adding the Natural Resources Defense Council and se
Employees International Union, Communications Worke
ers Union of America, Laborers' International Union
American Federation of Teachers.

The alliance has focused largely on supporting legi
national curbs on greenhouse gas emissions and boos
energy sources that both groups say will create sco
the alliance is also pushing for workplace-organizi
priority -- as well as changes in trade policy and

Not everyone is convinced the effort has staying po

Critics of the House-approved climate bill -- the A
Security Act, sponsored by Democrats Henry Waxman (
-- doubt the measure will generate scores of jobs.
backing for the environmentalists' agenda will crum
resident scholar with the conservative American Ent

"Despite all the happy talk from the environmentali
ing to cost a lot of jobs, and those will be union
to other countries," Green said. "When the unions s
laboration in a couple of years, they will be more
ing."

For now, the alliance is booming, with a combined m
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roughly $6 million this year, said David Foster, th
tor and a former Steelworkers official.

About 60 percent of the coalition's funding comes f
balance from the member groups, he said. Its paid s
and last month it registered federal lobbyists for

The alliance is active in several states to rally s
bill and has brought members to Washington to lobby
it kicked off a national tour with former Vice Pres
Climate Protection that will make the case for the
ing-heavy states.

"I think we represent an extremely potent education
being able to reach out through those 8 million mem
around a common vision of how we use environmental
economic opportunities,” Foster said.

Activists and congressional aides say the alliance
the House-passed climate bill they hope will preven
ing so-called "trade exposed" industries. The bill
lowances for energy-intensive sectors like steel an

More controversially, it also allows for eventual t
from nations that don't require major emissions cur

The alliance played "a significant role" in shaping
Dinkel, a spokesman for Rep. Mike Doyle (D), who re
country and helped steer the bill through the Energ

That support has included lobbying several swing vo
passed the climate bill in a narrow 219-212 vote in
extensively from both the Blue Green Alliance and t
ganizations," said Roxane Geraci-Militello, a spoke
Halvorson (D-III.). "All emphasized the manufacturi
the climate bill, especially in Illinois." 'Boots o

Labor-environmental organizing is far from new.

The late labor advocate Tony Mazzocchi began linkin
broader environmental health issues in the 1960s as
Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers Union. His work is
the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970.

And more recently, labor and environmentalists made
global trade rules they both called unfair in a maj
in 1999. Elsewhere, the Sierra Club has worked with
seek safer cleaning agents.

The Apollo Alliance, formed in 2003, includes both
groups to tout the job-creating and security potent
newable energy technologies, which is also a primar
sage.

But Bracken Hendricks, who was the founding executi
group, said the Blue Green Alliance is playing a di
icy. Apollo, he said, has focused more on policy de
tional message, in addition to regional and city-le

"What Blue Green is doing that is unique is really
of the membership organizations," Hendricks said. "
on the ground."
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James Gregory, a history professor at the Universit
tle, noted joint efforts at the 1999 World Trade Or
but said formalizing of the Alliance gives joint la
laboration a "concreteness" and focus.

"This is potentially very useful going forward, esp
policy that the collaboration is seeking can be del
D.C.," Gregory said. But he cautioned that the two
cious of each other.

"Like all new alliances or conditional alliances, i
awkwardness, and if a new and big energy policy doe
Washington, D.C., then this may not work quite so w

Gregory said he is confident the effort will have s
is a really very intriguing and long overdue new se
two of the major forces for progressive politics in
together, the whole is going to be larger than the
Why now?

There are several reasons for the current labor-env
not the least of which is the expectation that some
gas emissions are coming.

"The conversation has moved from whether we are goi
we are going to take action. That becomes a very ob
the labor movement," said Hendricks, the former exe
group, who is now a senior fellow with the liberal

Expectations of national greenhouse gas regulation
President Obama, who, unlike his predecessor, Presi
he hopes to sign climate legislation. And though a
jor Senate battle, U.S. EPA has said it plans to re
sions using its existing authority if Congress falil

Another major boost for the alliance is the closure
environment fissure of recent years, the fight over
tional Wildlife Refuge. The International Brotherho
ously backed Bush's call for drilling in ANWR, but
Hoffa last year renounced the union's support for d
lacks support from the White House and Capitol Hill

Meanwhile, the steep economic downturn has increasi
vironmentalists to argue that alternative energy wi
job losses.

And the Senate's political landscape provides an op
even though national union membership has fallen sh
Manufacturing states with considerable union member
and Michigan -- are represented by senators who are
climate bill.

"In those states, unions probably have a lot more |
talists,” noted Roberts, the Brown professor, addin
vides even more strength. Complex trade issues

But Rust Belt senators and the alliance are strong|
provisions that have received a lukewarm White Hous

Obama has expressed unease about the border-adjustm
passed bill, saying in late June that "we have to b
any protectionist signals out there."
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Also, several trade groups that represent companies
tionally, such as the National Foreign Trade Counci
measures, alleging that they could spark a "green t

Jerry Taylor, a senior fellow at the Cato Institute
tank, argues that hinging support for climate legis
trade measures will sap backing from corporations t
ing to back a cap-and-trade plan.

"If the environmental lobby and the labor unions ca
cies which impose protectionist barriers on the U.S
surprise, given the context," Taylor said. "But for
tion to Waxman-Markey because of those protectionis

Ten Senate Democrats this month wrote to Obama expr
for the border mechanism. They said this and other
tal to U.S. manufacturing competitiveness under a ¢
them to back a bill (E&ENews PM, Aug. 6).

Signing the letter were Sherrod Brown of Ohio, Debb
Russ Feingold of Wisconsin, Carl Levin of Michigan,
Casey and Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, Jay Rockef
Virginia, and Al Franken of Minnesota.

The Blue Green Alliance cheered the letter, and the
rector, Foster, expressed confidence that White Hou
would not ultimately threaten the bill. "I think it
think the administration knows this as well as | do
votes in the Senate without dealing with the trade-
dustries," he said in an interview.

Foster said the climate bill could be the most sign
nity the country will have over the next 25 years.
portunity, we will paying for that with lost jobs a
ties for decades," he said.

"It is an economic restructuring bill for the globa
should not pretend that it isn't. Instead, we shoul
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