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Get FISA Right Offline: Writea Letter to the Editor

From its inceptionGet FISA Righthasbeen dedicated to building an online mover
from within the context of the Obama for Presidesnpaign. But the passage of time
and the turn of events have led to some subtlenatido-subtle changes in Get FISA
Right's focus.

During 2008, Get FISA Right reacted with chagrirSenator Barack Obansasuppor
for the FISA Amendments Act and pressured him tosater FISA reform as his
inauguration approached; during 2009, we've watcmeBresident Barack Obama has
moved to definitively support and reinforce elensenit George W. Bush'’s

surveillance agenda. The agenda of Get FISA Rightdecome more distant from the
agenda of President Obama as the President’s agendss ever farther from the
defense of American constitutional protections.

During 2008, Get FISA Right worked from within tDemocratic Party base of
supporters to rally support for a NO vote agaihetkISA Amendments Act; during
2009, we’'ve watched as Democrats on the SenateidundCommittee joined
Republicans to form a supermajority against cibéfty and for the reauthorization of
Patriot Act. The reach of Get FISA Right has becdess partisan, drawing from the
expertise of libertarians such as Julian Sanch#ézeo€ATO Institute and reaching
toward Libertarian Party audiences in an effofbadd more bridges.

During 2008, Get FISA Right was able to tap inte &xcitement of the presidential
race and existing media coverage stemming fromtSeQdaristopher Dodd’s
filibuster threats to build a large online actiyisesence. This year, there are no
presidential elections and only one one congreal elections. To my knowledge,
newspapers’ coverage of the introduction of sulaede reform billdH.R. 3845and
H.R. 384t has been limited tone Associated Press arti and oneRoll Call article.
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There’s no similar buzz this year over surveillaleggslation, even though
constitutional and practical problems with governtrurveillance remain unresolved
by the Obama administration. And so as Get FISARigntinues its important work
of building awareness online, there is a need paerd awareness of surveillance
policy developments offlin

One way to build awareness of Patriot Act reauttation, and of the need for Patriot
Act and FISA reform, is to use the newspapers’ &oispite of most newspapers
silence. In addition to your online twitter, facelkcand bloggingvork, please consid
writing a letter to the editor today. Your wordsymwaach tens or even hundreds of
thousands of readers, and if published will alneestainly gain the attention of your
local paper’s editorial stafet FISA Right has added a wiki page with appropriate
links to background information and thetterwriting engine amy.barackobama.cam
Add your submitted letters to the wiki page asrapiration for others who would like
to write their own original letters but may not kmavhere to begin.

This entry was posted on Tuesday, October 27th9 20@:21 pm and is filed undéetting
FISA right You can follow any responses to this entry thifotlgeRSS2.0feed. You can
leave a responsertrackbackfrom your own site.

L eave a Reply

| Name (required)

| E-mail (will not be published) (required)

| Website

Submit Comment |

[ Notify me of follow-up comments via email.

. Recent comments

o Talat Hamdar on Upcomin¢ open letter to Obama: wl's our ask

http://getfisaright.wordpress.com/2009/10/27-fisa-right-offline-write-a-letter-to-the-e... 10/28/200!



