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Shart

On Sunday, Porfirio Lobo was chosen in a free aimdelection as Honduras’ next President, allovihng
country to breathe a little easier after monthpdaditical uncertainty. Lobo, the National Partyepidential
candidate, came to power with over fifty percenthaf vote, beating out former President Manuel ya&ta
Liberal Party.

FrumForuminvestigates what's next for Honduras, its struggeconomy, and ousted former President Manuel
Zelaya.

What's Next for Manuel Zelaya?

On December ™, Congress will decide whether to symbolically state defiant former President Manuel
Zelaya. If they choose to do so, he will serveluh& end of his original term, which was slatec¢oone to a
close in January. However, it is unlikely that @engress which voted to remove him from power walhidose
to reinstate him.

“The feeling that | have is that [Congress] wikdly reject his restoration to power... basicallysihg any
avenue he has to return [to government],” saidtelgel Foundation scholar and international electvaérver
Ray Walser.

With that out of the way, Zelaya faces chargeseaddon, for which he will have to stand trial.

“If he wants to remain free, [an option] is to négte political asylum in one of the friendly cotigs:
Nicaragua, Brazil, Venezuela or CL” said Cato Institute policy scholar Juan Carloddalijo.

Another possibility is that Lobo would pardon tleerher Honduran President for the sake of puttirgctisis
behind them. “I wouldn't rule it out,” said HidalgtThey're friends — they come from the same regbn
Honduras, and apparently they have a very gootiae&hip.”

Who Is President-elect Porfirio Lobo?

President-elect Porfirio Lobo is a member of théidiel Party, the party opposite Zelaya’s liberalsbo
campaigned on a vague platform of security fronggadalence and a commitment to democratic pringple

“I don’t know what his policies will look like,” 9d Juan Carlos Hidalgo. “I'm not sure whether hgdéng to
lean left or whether he’s going to lean right... Lokas quite vague in his message... he talked abeut th
creation of jobs, but he didn’'t mention specifidigies.”

In the end, Lobo was a familiar and reassuringréguho inspired confidence. Many Hondurans loolehlin
as a symbol for long-awaited normalcy: “Lobo wasadidate and near-winner in 2005, and projecisage
of fatherly security,” said Ray Walser. “He lookeel a man of the people. [Honduras] returned toctirafort of
Lobo, who represented a different course and a fapstability.”

Of some concern is Lobo’s communist past. Accordinguan Carlos Hidalgo, he was a “communist

sympathizer during the days of the Soviet Uniom, ewen studied in the U.S.S.R. ... Some are evengalyat
he was th favorite candidate of Hugo Chavez until Chavezrapphed Zelay”
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Even so, Hidalgo notes that he doesn’t think thadd-will steer in Zelaya's direction: “Lobo has@epedent
now that he needs to be aware of, which is thatddoam institutions are strong, and that the Presideesn’t
have a blank check over the country’s future... iStegts ignoring the rule of law, court rulings &angress,
then he might end up in a similar situation to ¥ela

Will Honduras’ Economy Recover?
Frum~orumreportedin September that the political crisis in Hondunass costing the country $50 million a d
thanks to the imposition of curfews affecting lobabkinesses, travel advisories affecting tourischvaidlespread

shunning of the country by international investors.

As normalcy returns to Honduras, things can be e®geto improve. One source of anxiety, howevethas
Honduras may be marred with the stamp of polificsiability.

“The concern among the business community is tretihcertainty has put a freeze on investmentttzatd
foreign investors may begin thinking about sourdnmagn other countries if political instability is be a
hallmark of Honduras,” said Ray Walser.

Legitimacy of the Election

There’s nothing to indicate that there were anggularities during the election process. It was]usn Carlos
Hidalgo toldFrum~orum “totally clean.” In fact, voter participation wagynificantly higher than the 2005
Presidential election, and is expected to readyy piercent.

Those who object to the legitimacy of the electgunch as Venezuela's Hugo Chavez, will have tortéso
accusations about former President Zelaya’'s remfosal power — a crisis which this election was nidan
resolve.

International Recognition of the Results

The usual suspects will likely withhold diplomat&cognition for some time. ALBA, the Bolivarian khce for
the Americas, is a group that includes VenezueldaCNicaragua and other countries sympathetiodimksm,

and is expected to be quite stubborn about refusimgtablish formal ties.

On the other hand, the United States, Canada, axichlare all expected to officially recognize #tection
results.

Remaining on the fence, however, is regional econ@awerhouse Brazil, which has objected to Zelaya’
removal from power and has housed the former Reasid its Honduran embassy.

Final Word

After months of political insecurity, curfews anco@omic suffering, Hondurans may finally be abléoiak
forward to some peace and quiet. Honduras hasdeasva case study for democratic resilience imLAatnerica

and the Honduran people have much to be proud of.

In the face of a would-be despot who sought to tmitee the country’s democratic institutions, thstitutions
proved to be up to the task of repelling an asgidntocrat.

“There are reasons to be comforted by [Pres-elect Lob¢ s] victory,” said Hidalgo*“l dor’t think that he will
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[follow Zelaya’s path]...Hondurans are safe from sidversion of democracy — if Lobo is a smart geywll
have learned a lesson from this political crisis.”
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Flashback August 2009: Tim Mak at George Mason Universitywdy the crisis in Honduras doesnbnstitute
a coup
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