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Shart

Several major news outlets reported this mornimag dlusted Honduran President Manuel Zelaya wasiatuto
power. “Deal Reached in Honduras to Restore Ouatesident”readaNew York Times headline. “Zelaya Set to
Return to Power"saidthe Washington Post.

However, experts on Honduras dispute this versfavents.

“There seems to be plenty of misreporting on thigdlly... The [Washington] Post and some other places have
reported that Clinton has said that the agreensyrs that Zelaya will return to power, but this & accurate as
far as | can tell,” said lan Vasquez, directortaf Cato Institute’s Center for Global Liberty anmd$perity, in an
interview with NewMajority.

“They’re reporting that it's a done deal. My undargling... is that Congress will have to vote [onreisirn],”
agreed Ray Walser, the Heritage Foundation’s Sétoticy Analyst for Latin America.

According to Walser, media outlets are “hastilyarimg a deaivhich is still far more complex and fragile [this
being said].”

While Manuel Zelaya hawld a Honduran radio station that “this [accord] sfigisi my return to power in the
coming days,” the reality is that the agreemeny aohcedes that Congress, in consultation witlSilygreme
Court, will vote on whether he can return.

It would be very surprising if the very Congressl @ourts which removed Zelaya from office would neate to
see him return. Indeed, Vasquez tells NewMajotigt he “would bet against it.”

“There is a potential that this is really a victdoy the Micheletti regime,” said Walser.

The United States and the Organization of AmerBtates were threatening not to recognize the owdaufm
Honduras’ coming elections if Micheletti’s interigpvernment and Zelaya didn’t have agreement ineptgc
Election Day. Now that there is an agreement betviiee two camps, Hondurans will be able to go éopblls on
November 29th with dramatically reduced fear that the internatiomathmunity will condemn the results.

The misreporting seems to stem from SecretaryateSdillary Clinton’s desperation for any sort afogl news.
This morning, Clintorannouncedhat Honduras had overcome its “crisis throughotiagjon and dialogue.”

Clinton “is in Pakistan, with people blowing up bsp and trying to lecture [Pakistan] on Al-Qaedhe-last
thing on her mind is Honduras... there’'s not muchdgoews out there, so she wants a snatch at aeygliice of
[it],”said Walser.

The fact of the matter is that the situation in Horas is fafrom resolved. For Zelaya to resume his formeredt
the Supreme Court will need to convene and issuenabinding ruling on the constitutionality of histurn.
Following this, Congress would embark on a lengthigate on the matter, with the possibility of filftbers. As of
now, there is nothing resembling a timetable fdaga to return to the presidential office.

One thing is certain — if Zelaya somehow managesgineer a return, it will be a terrible blow tendocracy in
Honduras.

His return would be “a tragedy for the future ofrtdoran democracy,” said Abe Greenwald, a Policyigatvat
the Foreign Polic Initiative. “ Any time that we step in on behalf of edemocratic forces, will come back tc
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bite us in the long run... We're showing people likego Chavez that we have no interest in defending
democracy’
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