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In a new survey by the Voter Study Group, an analysis of Americans who voted for Trump in the 

2016 Election reveals how his opposition to amnesty for illegal immigrants helped put together a 

base of white working-class voters, many of which previously voted for Obama. 

“Those who opposed a path for citizenship for undocumented immigrants and believed that 

undocumented immigrants detract from American society were more likely to switch their 

support from President Obama to Trump,” a brief of the survey stated. 

The survey found that some white Obama voters mostly aligned with Trump on issues like 

immigration and attitudes towards Islam. In 2012, 37 percent of  Obama whites held generally 

negative views about Muslims and 33 percent said illegal immigrants were a drain on American 

taxpayers. 

In 2016, 81 percent of Trump’s primary base of voters said terrorism was “very important,” 

while 72 percent said immigration was “very important.” 

https://www.voterstudygroup.org/newsroom/press-release-june-13-2017

