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Ask Corbett to ensure everyone benefits from
drilling COMMENTARY John T. Galloway

“WHEN WE develop our natural resources, we will do so for

the maximum benefit of Alaskans.” Gov. 2008.

“Alaska will get $11 billion in oil taxes and royalties – $5 billion

more than the entire $6 billion fiscal 2009 budget.” Alaska

Legislative Finance Division 2009.

“The Marcellus shale gas reserve in Pennsylvania could potentially hold enough gas to

fully supply the nation for decades. It has been called the Saudi Arabia of shale.” John

Hangar, Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection.

“A severance tax on Marcellus Shale will not happen on my watch.” Gov. .

“Tom Corbett has sold his soul to the gas drilling companies.” Pocono Record.

“Drill baby drill,” Sarah Palin said. She also said, “Pay for it.”

While many other states are confronting big budget deficits because of the troubled

economy, Alaska officials are in the enviable position of exploring new ways to spend the

state’s multibillion-dollar surplus. Sarah Palin saw to that. And she was right.

Over the opposition of oil companies, Republican Palin and Alaska’s legislature approved

a major increase in taxes on the oil industry – a step that has generated stunning new

wealth for the state.

Chris Edwards from the CATO Institute said: “Alaska is like Dubai. It gets enormous

royalties and taxes and fees of various types from natural resources.”

Each Alaska resident gets an annual rebate from state oil revenue, and starting in 2009

Palin added $1,200 more to the $2,100 check each person received.

Gov. Tom Corbett disagrees with asking drilling companies to pay for the natural resource

that will make them rich. In that position, he is at odds with former Gov. Tom Ridge, 

, Palin, George W. Bush, the Senate GOP and more than 70 percent of the

people in this state. Even the gas industry itself.

“The Marcellus industry has been clear and outspoken on this for a year or so,” said Ray

Walker, vice president of Range Resources in Texas and chairman of the Marcellus Shale

Coalition, an industry group. “We are willing to discuss a severance tax.”

Corbett seems like a decent, honorable man. A reasonable man. And I applaud him for

making tough choices even though I disagree with him on policy. But what makes him so

stubborn when it comes to something that everyone can agree on, and every other state in

the union that has such a natural resource, does?

Alaska and Palin did it right. So did George Bush in Texas. They made sure the local

impact on municipalities like police, fire and infrastructure were taken care of. They made

sure it was all done in an environmentally friendly way. They funded contingency plans for

environmental disasters. They made sure every resident benefited from their natural

resource.

Corbett wants to give it away for free. Our state is being flooded with workers from

Arkansas and Mississippi. If we taxed the industry, we could provide tax incentives to

actually hire Pennsylvanians. The jobs being created from this industry are at the Bradford

County Wal-Mart where these people shop.

Reasonable people from both sides of the aisle are trying to convince the governor to
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change his stance. And so am I. If you agree, contact your state representative, senator

and our governor, to voice your opinion.

Sarah Palin had it right. So did George Bush. They maximized the benefit for the people of

their state. We are asking Gov. Corbett to do the same.

But hey, the Wal-Mart in Bradford County is booming. Just watch out for the water.

John T. Galloway is Democratic state representative for the 140th district, Bucks County,
www.pahouse.com/Galloway/
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