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On Jan. 22, the federal government set a new -- and some would say dubious -- milestone. For the first time since
the founding of this great nation in 1776, the federal government added its 2,000th taxpayer-funded subsidy
program.

There's a handout for almost everyone and every group in America -- and foreign nations too.

That's right. Not only are their entitlements, grants and loans available to Americans, but we provide U.S. subsidy
programs to overseas interests too.

And the subsidy society just continues to expand. Because in the 52 days since the milestone was reached,
President Barack Obama and the U.S. Congress have added another 23 new subsidy programs to the list, bringing
the grand total to 2,023.

If only federal lawmakers could create new jobs at that pace.

Of course, not all federal subsidy programs are bad. Some help fund medical and technological research for
agricultural, health and scientific endeavors. They also supply grants to small businesses looking to develop better
products. Wheat subsidies go to farmers to feed the poor and starving in Africa.

But, by and large, there's a lot of special interest waste too, with billions of federal tax dollars going to obscure,
arcane and indifferent programs. The explosion of federal subsidies has mirrored the skyrocketing national debt,
which now stands at $12.7 trillion.

Why? That's a good question, but as federal spending has increased throughout the years, so has

Washington's intrusion into areas once considered
the responsibility of state governments, businesses,
charities and individuals.

There are federal subsidies for nearly everything you
can think of. Just look up the U.S. Catalog of Federal
Domestic Assistance (www.cfda.gov) and scroll
through the 102 Internet pages of programs. (The list
is so long with program eligibility details and minutia
that Congress no longer permits a free, printed
edition to be published because it is so costly.) You'll
be amazed at what is being subsidized by taxpayers.

The biggest piece of the subsidy pie goes to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services with 382
programs, followed by the Department of Agriculture,
230; the Department of Interior, 203; Department of
Education, 168, and Department of Justice, 126. At
the other end of the spectrum, the Small Business
Administration offers fewer than 40 federal subsidy
programs.

It wasn't always this way.

Federal subsidy programs grew gradually and somewhat normally throughout the nation's history, not crossing the
1,000 barrier until the 1970s. By 1980 there were 1,123 programs. When President Ronald Reagan took office in
1981, he actually reversed the trend and lowered the number of subsidy programs to 1,013 by 1985. That figure held
steady for the rest of the decade. But if the 1980s were the Age of Restraint, the succeeding two decades were
characterized by an unparalleled explosion in the number and scope of subsidies put on the books.

Under Presidents Bush I, Clinton, Bush II, and Obama, more than 1,000 federal subsidy programs have been added
-- a 99 percent increase in a little more than 20 years.

As Chris Edwards, director of tax policy of the Cato Institute, writes, "As the federal octopus extends its tentacles ever
further, state governments are becoming no more than regional subdivisions of national government, businesses
and nonprofits are becoming tools of the state, and individualism is giving way to a more European desire for cradle-
to-grave-dependency."

In other words, America has become the Sweet Land of Subsidy.
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