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On the topic of the Patriot Act two right leaning think tanks pair off. This she says/he says is a nice, succinct illustration of one 
key difference between the right-wing hawkishness/pro-military industrial complex and libertarian schools of thought. 

In a nutshell, the Heritage Foundation is all for the Patriot Act and its civil liberties trampling totality. The Cato Institute is for 
protecting the hard-won freedoms of American citizens while continuing to work at keeping the U.S. safe from terrorism. 

The point further boils down to: do you trust handing the government total control over your civil liberties and right to privacy, 
or not. Personally I’m 100 percent behind the Cato approach, and honestly the Heritage position strikes me as profoundly un-
American. The founding fathers would certainly not recognize the Heritage stance as having anything to do with their noble 
ideals. 
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