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Legal G oups, House Republicans Urge Appeals Court to Rule
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regulate an individual's decision to forgo health i nsurance, said Cory Andrews,
chief litigation counsel for the foundation.

The brief says the members of Congress who filed be lieve that the individual
mandate is "far afield from the enumerated powers a ssigned to the federal
government under Article | of the Constitution. . . . Because the district court's
order upholding the individual mandate under the Co mmerce Clause amounts to a
declaration of virtually unlimited congressional po wer, it must be reversed."

A separate brief also asking that the lower court d ecision be reversed was filed by
the Cato Institute, alibertarian think tank in Washington, and Randy E. Barnett, a
professor of legal theory at the Georgetown Univers ity Law Center.

"For the first time in American history, the federa I government has attempted to
commandeer the people" by imposing on them an "econ omic mandate," that brief
states. "Such economic mandates cannot be justified by existing Supreme Court
doctrines defining and limiting the powers of Congr ess."

A third brief supporting the challenge was filed by the Mountain States Legal
Foundation of Lakewood, Colo. The foundation says o n its website that it is a
"nonprofit, public interest law firm dedicated to i ndividual liberty, the right to
own and use property, limited and ethical governmen t and free enterprise system.”

Jane Norman can be reached at jnorman@g. com
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