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Getting The Bomb 

Mark Hosenball reported on Friday: 

U.S. intelligence agencies are quietly revising their widely disputed assertion that Iran has 

no active program to design or build a nuclear bomb. Three U.S. and two foreign 

counterproliferation officials tell NEWSWEEK that, as soon as next month, the intel 

agencies are expected to complete an "update" to their controversial 2007 National 

Intelligence Estimate, which concluded that Tehran "halted its nuclear weapons program" 

in 2003 and "had not restarted" it as of mid-2007. The officials, who asked for anonymity 

to discuss sensitive information, say the revised report will bring U.S. intel agencies more 

in line with other countries' spy agencies (such as Britain's MI6, Germany's BND, and 

Israel's Mossad), which have maintained that Iran has been pursuing a nuclear weapon. 

Tyler Cowen looks at old estimates for when the Soviets would get the bomb and asks "“whether 

today’s estimates of Iranian production are any better.”  Yglesias thinks "they are almost certainly 

worse", and Justin Logan lists a few. 
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