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[=3: HAERRI ™ M A HF 2] "In my opinion, the significance of the meeting is that it

comes so quickly after the Presidential summit and the adoption of the Washington Declaration
in April. This demonstrates that the United States takes very seriously its pledge to work closely
with South Korea to strengthen the bilateral extended deterrence relationship...I think both sides
likely have realistic expectations for an initial meeting. In my view, the goal should be to ensure
a common understanding of what the NCG will seek to accomplish, how it will operate, and the
path forward to begin substantive work. The meeting is intended to initiate a process and
establish a forum that seeks to address South Korea's concerns and its desire to gain a better
understanding of how Seoul and Washington would work together to resolve a nuclear crisis. "


https://www.voakorea.com/author/%EB%B0%95%ED%98%95%EC%A3%BC/kom_i
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=3: o ™ X2 E] “So if the South Korean government wants to learn more about how

we think about the use of nuclear weapons, when we would use nuclear weapons, how we would
employ nuclear weapons, what are our objectives if we were to use nuclear weapons, then I think
we can have a very productive discussion...I know that I know what we provide to our NATO
allies and I think we certainly can provide the same to our South Korean allies. And I believe that
that would be an adequate level of information. Now what's as important as the information is
that we make sure that we have in place a process."
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[E33 ™ 2Xt2E] "The South Korean public should be reassured over America's

commitment to ROK defense given the multitude of recent bilateral engagements, events, and
statements including the Washington Declaration; US strategic assets visiting and training with
ROK forces; Minister Lee receiving a briefing and tour of two US Air Force bombers, a B-52
and a B-1; and most importantly the fact that nearly 30000 American troops serve in South
Korea. That being said, US nuclear capabilities are sovereign and there will be limitations to
what our allies' involvement in planning and execution.
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[=3: EoF M AR "the NCG will serve the role of allowing the two sides to develop or at

least begin the process of developing a joint approach to planning for and operating in nuclear
contingencies. That will be I think the primary role that the NCG will play, right?...

I think it will be an important moment for the two countries to truly discuss the possibility of
nuclear conflict with North Korea and what that would mean for their combined conventional
military options and for the possibility of the United States, if necessary responding to North
Korea with nuclear weapons."
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[=3: =0 N 2X}2HE] "We say quite frankly that if North Korea were to use nuclear

weapons against us or its allies this would mean the end of the North Korean regime right? And
so we would have to have a discussion with our South Korean allies as to what that means.
Would we use nuclear weapons to end the regime? Would we use conventional weapons? Would
this mean a massive strike against all of North Korea’s nuclear capabilities. would it be a limited
strike? These are the kinds of discussions that we could have."
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=3 D= M L HR] "The consultative group will marginally improve the US and South

Korean ability to do extended deterrence and coordinate in a crisis. However, it does not address
any of the underlying problems or issues that are driving the current tit for tat escalation or tit for
tat spiral in the US, South Korea and North Korea relationship. The big question is, how much
time does this buy South Korea in feeling like it doesn't need to pursue a nuclear weapon. But if
this current situation continues as it has been, we'll see and maybe South Korea starts getting
eager for more displays of U. S. Assurance and extended deterrence credibility relatively soon."
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(=3 A MY AT R] "It may also help South Korea develop a better understanding about

the U.S. thought process in the provision of nuclear extended deterrence. But ultimately,
decisions about U.S. nuclear extended deterrence are made by the U.S. president and his or her
thinking cannot be determined in advance and without specific facts on the ground. So while the
NCG is a useful coordination and planning mechanism, I don't think it will address the concerns
of conservative elites who desire greater reassurance about extended deterrence.
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